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| INTRODUCTION. 


"T "HE Perſon, in whoſe Life-time the 
lowing Sheets were drawn up, and to 
whom they were intended in a particular Man- 
ner to have been addreſſed, is no more: A 
Perſon of ſhining Abilities, and lively Imagi- 
nation, *©* peculiarly qualified to dreſs up any 


> © Subje& into any Form, that would beſt 
ee ſerve his own Views; than whom few, if 


any, have appeared greater Maſters of their 
Pen: Which makes it very neceſſary for Rea- 
ders to be © jealous of warping their Judg- 
« ments by ſome Bias, which his Authority 


I “may be apt to imprint.” For his Abilities, 


tho' great, were not ſuch as placed him be- 
yond the reach of Miſtakes in Points of the 
greateſt Importance to Mankind, and wherein 
Falſity and Miſrepreſentation may be attended 
with the worſt of Conſequences; if they pro- 
ceed from Deſign, to him that propagates them, 


if from Overſight, to many Readers, who are 


liable to have their Judgments warped by 
them. To point out theſe Miſrepreſentations 
confirm the oppoſite Truth and hereby pre- 
vent thoſe, who are liable to it, from bein 


miſled, is the Deſign and Attempt of the fol- 


lowing Papers. The Performance under Con- 
ſidera- 


N ( vi) 


ſideration is — the Examination of the Lord 


Biſhop of Landan's Diſcourſes an the Lie and 


Intent of Prophecy, This Piece has indeed met 
with Opponents, already, which renders it ne- 
oeſſary to premiſe ſomething by way of obviat- 
ing a Concluſion which may be made, namely, 
that when any ſingle Book receives many An- 
ſwers, every ſucceſſive one is a tacit Refſection 
of Weakneſs and Inſufficiency on the former, 
or at leaſt that if it had þeen' confuted, that 


would have made other Anſwers unneceſſary. 


As if it was Juſt to make the ſame Concluſion 
literary as in other Contentions, where an 
Individual is not conquered but by many Op- 
ponents, or if he can be conquered by one, 


many are uſeleſs. - But tis not ſo: For ſhould 


an Advancer of Errors receive a Confutation 
from the firſt Anſwer, yet others may have 
their Uſe; ſince all Men cannot ſee Things, 


eſpecially thoſe of a moral and ſpiritual N ature, 


clearly in the ſame Situation. This makes it 
even neceſſary ſometimes to place them in new 
Lights, not becauſe they were not clear to many 
in the firſt Point of View; but becauſe they 
may be more diſcernable to weak Eyes when 
ſhaded ar brought near, than when placed in the 
Glare and at a Diſtance, Neither do ] deſign 
that what is here offered ſhould leſſen the Public's 
Eſteem of others Labours, and involve any ſuch 
Imputation as, that in the preſent Controverſy 
the Opinions oppoſed have hitherto remained 
uncontuted, This Anſwer I will venture to ſay 


3 


«7; 7 ? if 


Fi 


Lv) 
is new as to its Deſign, its Proofs, and Ob- 


ſervations; whether it is more com plete than 


any that has preceded it, I will not pretend to 
ſay. Other Anſwets may be thought ſufficient; | 
and afford more Entertainment to the Curious; 
but my Deſign is to offer ſomething for the In- 
ſtruction of the common Reader, and to ſup- 
py him with Arguments in Defence of his Re- 
igion, by ſetting before him a plain View of 
Matters of Fact juſt as they ſtand in the Bible. 
This I am ready to imagine can always better 
be done in Diſcourſes, than in any other Me- 
thod of writing. For as here every thing is 


ranged under proper Heads and Diviſions; 


much Acuteneſs is not required to underſtand, 

nor much Labour to remember what is ob: 
ſerved. This Conſideration induced me to 
draw up the three following Diſcourſes, which 
were delivered at St. Paul's in/the Months of 
June and Fuly 1750, and ate now humbly 

offered to the candid Con ideration of the 
Public. VT | 

As to the Diſcourſes ne their Sub- 
70255 and Manner in which thoſe Subjects are 
treated, ſo as to form an Anſwer to the excep- 
tionable Parts of the Examination, the Rea- 
der will be Pleaſed to take this general. Ac- 
count. 

The Diſcourſes, though their Subj ects are 
different, are ſo calculated, as that In ſome 
ſort a Bependence and Connection is obſer- 
vable between them. I have herein one con- 

tinued 


Y 
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( viii) 
tinued but very extenſive View, which is to 
point out the Evidence, Certainty, Unity, 
and therefore I would add, the Antiquity of 
the Chriſtian Religion. 1 have endeãvoured 
by new Proofs to ſupport what truly good and 
learned Men have in all Ages maintained, 
that the Knowledge of the true God - the 
firſt Promiſe of Life, and the firſt Link of tlie 
Chain of Prophecy commenced with Adam; 
and was all along continued, embraced and 
underſtood even to the Ara of the Goſpel, 
and that, by a Conjunction of Proofs and Teſti- 
monies, Jeſus is the Chriſt, or the true Meſſiah 
promiſed in the Old Teſtament. As I go 


along, I endeavour to obviate under certain 


Heads thoſe Glances and ſome plain Speeches, 
that lie ſcattered here and there in the Exami- 
nation againſt important and received den 
in our holy Religion. 

Thus for the Subject of the firſt Diſcourſe; 1 
here made choice of a Text from the Prophet 
Jaiab, which in a moſt expreſſive Manner 
aſſerts, that the Revelation made from God to 
the Fathers was ſufficiently clear and diſtinct. 
Herein I enter- into a View and Defence of 


the Old Teſtament. - I begin at Gengſis, con- 


ſider Man in his State of Innocence, but par- 
ticularly in his Fall and Recovery, in order to 


take off the Edge of thoſe Objections in the 


Examination to its being a Narration of Facts. 
I go on to ſhew the Origin and Deſign of Sa- 


* * and concluſive Argu- 
| : ments 


| . (ix) 
ments -that it was of divine Inſtitution- 
commenced at the Fall, and was underſtood at 
that Time to be a Prefiguration of Chriſt; 
in Oppoſition to certain Poſitions and Inſinu- 
ations in the Examimation.* The Conſidera- 
tion of this laſt Point is farther and more pro- 
feſſedly purſued in the ſecond Diſcourſe; the 
immediate Deſign of which is to prove from 
plain and expreſs References in the New Teſta- 
ment, that the Meſſiah was prophecied of 
from Adam to Mo ſes, and that Faith in a Re- 
deemer was ever the true and ſaving Religion, 
in Contradiſtinction to what is ſaid - that 
* Jeſus and his Apoſtles never refer us, for the 
6 Evidence of our Faith to Prophecies deduced 
e from Adam, Emrb, or Noah--- never ap- 
e pealed to any other Prophecies, as applica- 
ce ble to Chriſt, but what were found in the 
« Lawand the latter Prophets---never looked 
„ fof them any higher than to the Law and 
the Prophets, nor ever appealed to any 
other, than what they found there (or as it 
e 1s very looſely and ſlightingly worded, pages 

« 19 and 97) which they Zhought or imagined 

do relate to Jeſus---that a Chain of antedi- 
5 luvian Prophecies is nothing elſe but a fan- 
e ciful Conceit, which has no Connection at 
e all with, and is of no Service and Advan- 
* tage to Chriſtianity---a vain and impertinent 


. Fancy, which has no ſort of Relation to 
= es the 


*P. 140, 148. 


(x) 
* the Evidence of the Goſpel.” * Bold Aſſer- 
tions theſe! void of Truth, ſolid Argument 
and good Senſe. Nor leſs unſound is the In- 
ference--- << That Jeſus and his Apoſtles con- 
e ſtantly applied the Prophecies of the Old 


cc 


Teſtament ſingly and independently on each 
other, as ſo many diſti Arguments for the 
" Truth of his Miſſion; and that the Autho- 
<« rity of the Goſpel, as far as it is grounded 
% on Prophecy, reſts on thoſe ſingle and inde- 
e pendent Predictions, which are delivered 
« here and there in the Law and the Pro- 
« phets.”+ An Inquiry into this Point is the 
Buſineſs of the third Diſcourſe ; in which it is 
proved, that the ſeveral Prophecies muſt from 
the Nature of Evidence be confidered toge- 
ther, in order to make Prophecy a Witneſs, 


cc 


that Jeſus i is the Chriſt the Son of God); it is 


alſo ſhewn, that the Proof of this Truth can- 
not properly be reſted on any ſingle Part, but 


on the whole, of the Evidence. Thus theſe 
three Diſcourſes contain a ſummary View of 


Revelation: The whole is ſhewn to be one, 
uniform, conſiſtent Plan; becauſe the ſame 
Doctrines and Precepts are inculcated in both 
Teſtaments, (as will be evident to any one 
who will take the Pains to compare them by 
the help of a Concordance) which agree and 


. mutually explain each other; and conſequent- 


ly it is very certain, that the New Teſtament 
cannot with any Propriety be 1 as a 
new 


Exam. 18, 19. Title and p. 23, 97, 98. 122 16, 150, 151. 
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( xi ) 

new Revelation : Wherefore it is not true— 
« That Jeſus came to publiſh a new Law of 
«© Righteouſneſs, more perfect than that of 
& Moſes, a new Religion, wholly ſtrange 
ee and inconceiveable, &c.”* which is by di- 
rect, immediate and necceſſary Conſequence 
maintaining, that the two Teſtaments diſa- 
gree and are at Variance ; and if this was the 
Caſe, another Conſequence would inevitably 
follow too obvious to mention. I will now 
endeavour to ſtrengthen and confirm what is 
offered in the Diſcourſes againſt the Exami- 
nation by ſome additional Obſervations. 

In the Diſcourſes no Regard is had to the 
Method, in which the Examination is drawn 
up, but its Miſtakes are taken Notice of and 
obviated under thoſe Heads, where they would 
moſt naturally fall. Indeed to attempt toanſwer 
it Page by Page and purſue 1t Step by Step 
thro” all its artful Windings, would be an endleſs 
Taſk, if not the ready Way to loſe one's Self. 
'The quickeſt and ſureſt Method, tho” that af- 
fords no ſmall Trouble, 1s to collect it's Men- 
bra di jecta, put them together and expoſe 
them to View, and then they will ſtartle thoſe 
who before were its greateſt Admirers. Not 
that all its Parts are ſcattered and ill ſhapen; 
this I would by no Means be thought to ſug- 
geſt: There are ſome Obſervations in it, that 
naturally and regularly ariſe, adorned with 


ſuch Language as every true Judge mult ad- 
2 mire, 


* Exam, 19, 94. 


( x1 ) 

mire, and ſo juſt that every ſincere Advocate 
of the Goſpel ought freely to allow them and 
join Iſſue upon. Such as trying religious 
Opinions, by recurring directly to the Scrip- 

tures :* The Account of the Uſe and Appli- 
cation of Prophecy by Jeſus and the Apoſtles, 
in Proof of the Truth of the Goſpel drawn 
out from Page 9g to 21, and from 93 to 97 
excepting the inferences, which we ſhall ſee 
reſently are deduced without Foundation, 
Whether the Interpretation of St, Peter comes 
nearer to the Truth, than that given by his 
Lordſhip, as that Paſſage i is ſo much contro- 
verted, I pretend not to determine : But that 
Propoſition + © Whatever creates Faith muſt 
* firſt convince the Underſtanding,” appears 
to be liable to no Exception; / fic omnia J 
But in other Parts, the Examination is greatly 
exceptionable, and furniſhes Matter of Offence 
to not only the Patrons of our holy Religion, 


but of Politeneſs and Civility. The many unbe- 


coming Freedoms uſed towards the eminent 
Author of the Diſcourſes can be defenſible up- 
on no Scheme whatever, Perſons in high 
Stations, Ecclefiaſtical or Civil, have ever 
claimed peculiar Reſpect; inſomuch that their 
very Faults and Miſtakes, from which who 
is free, ſhould be animadverned upon with 
T enderneſs, Candor and good Manners. For 
when once the Powers, their Perſons or Ac- 


tions, are made the Subject of Ridicule and 


Con- 
. +P. 92. 


{ Y 


5 3 8 
5 
(FP) . 

e s 

"po 

FRY 
3 
«OM 
; WA 
© * 

5 
* . 

1 3 
i 
„ 
TS 
Su 
1278358 
6 £30 
8 * 
Ne, 
3 
# 
* 7. 
85 
* 5 
8 
3% 
"2 
. 
9.5 4 
ys 
"3s 0 
7 
KY: 
9 
* 
19 
* 
i 


* 
bl 
. < 
Es 
be 
& ep 


N 


(xi) 

Contempt, all Influence, Authority and Sub- 
jection will go nigh to ceaſe, and, was the 
Contempt to become general, even the ve 
Being of that kind of Society, which ſub- 
ſiſts by Order and Rule. Traduction, eſpe- 
cially of great Names, is a deadly Evil, it is a 


catching and ſpreading Miſchief! Of this from 


the Example before us, we have had ſhameful 


. Inſtances. | For no ſooner came out the Exa- 


mination, than others far indeed behind in 
Strength and Ingenuity, though equal in Rude- 
neſs, ventured anonymoufly to draw their Pens 
againſt a Prelate, who has given eminent 


Proofs of his great Abilities, and his being fin- 


cerely attached to Chriſtianity, its Doctrine 
and Precepts. But to proceed, —— 8 

Tis aſſerted in the Examination that 
© the Author of the Grounds and Reaſons, 
« had a crafty View in extolling the Credit of 
* Prophecy in order to depreſs it afterwards 


© the more effetually.” What View the 


Author of the Examination had in extolling it 


I ont on” to ſay, but this 1s certain, 


that the Foundation he is for placing it upon, 
appears to be exceedingly improper and un- 
warrantable, if not unſafe; and the Conceſ- 
ſion he makes, + ©** That the Author againſt 
* whom the Biſhop's Diſcourſes were level- 
led, has alledged ſeveral ſtrong and even 


e znanſwerable Objections to ſome of the Pro- 


« phecies, which are cited by the Evange- 
= RO, 
EP. 29. P. 151. 


( 


& liſts,” ſeems to carry in it a tacit Reſigna> 


tion ofs the Cauſe of Chriſtianity to the Ad- 
verſary. Pages 148, 149, 197, 198, ſeem 


even profeſſedly and openly to plead the Cauſe 
of Deiſm. But enough on unproved Aſſertions 


and Inſinuations, let us proceed to examine 
the Force of his Arguments. 

At Page 150, he reduces the whole of his 
Obſervations into two Propoſitions : 


That, in preaching the Goſpel to 
<< the Jews, Jeſus and the Apoſtles conſtant- 
<« ly applied the Prophecies of the Old Teſta- 


« ment, ſingly and independently on each other, 


« to all the remarkable Circumſtances of the 
“Life of Jeſus, as ſo many decifive Proofs of 
{© his divine Miſſion.“ 

 2dly, That, in their Search and Allega- 
© tion of thoſa Prophecies, they began al- 
* ways with Moſes, as the firſt Prophet, who 
“ had ſpoken of Chriſt, in the Ny of his 
Law to the People.” 


* 


* 


et us ſee now what are the Proofs and 


Arguments, on which theſe two Propoſitions - 


ſtand, He begins to lay his Foundation at 
Page 9, and at 97, erects this Superſtructure. 


At Page 16, he infers the firſt Propoſition from 
the Practice of Jeſus, and goes on to Page 21, 


to ſupport it by that of che Apoſtles. To 


which I anſwer. It is true, that Jeſus and 


his Apoſtles apply the ſeveral Prophecies to 


this 
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( xv) 
this or that Occaſion, as it occurred, in Proof 
of the Truth of the Goſpel; and it 1s difficult 
to conceive how they could apply them other- 


wiſe. Jeſus could not apply to himſelf any 


particular Prediction, till the correſpondent 
Event gave him an Opportunity: We. cannot 


apply them otherwiſe to this Day than one by 
one. But how can it thence be inferred, that 


there is no Chain of Prophecies, and that the | 
Intention of Jeſus and his Apoſtles was to ap- 
ply them independently on each other? Sprely 
it is impoſſible they ſhould be independent and 
without Connection, ſince they relate g/l to 


the ſame Perſon : Nay, the Inſtances them- 


by 


ſelves ſeem plainly to import the very contrary 
to what they are produced for, particularly 


where Jeſus refers to the Scriptures i in general, 


and ſays, they are they which teſtify of me. 


To put a Caſe : Suppoſe a Model drawn of 


ſome future Building, and that it be. referred 


to in general, or that a particular Deſcription be 


* 


given of it, by Word or in Writing, wherein 


the Building completed is compared with the 


Model. If the laſt, it can no otherwiſe be 


done than Part by Part, but ſurely it would 
be the height of Folly and Madneſs thence to 
infer, that the ſeveral Parts are independent 


on each other: For that would make it ceaſe 
to be a Model. Neither Jeſus nor the Apo- 


ſtles indeed ever mention the Word Chain; 
vet as this Word is peculiarly applied in the 


| Engliſh * to expreſs. the whole Proceſs 


or 


( xvi Y 

or Series of any ching, bis Lordſhip has very 
properly made uſe of it to comprehend a Num- 
ber of antient Prophecies given in different 
Ages, and which unite in the Deſcription of 
the ſame Perſon and Character. Upon the 
Term Chain ſeems to turn all the Quibble and 
Diſpute, but though the ſacred Writers uſe not 
the Name, yet they evidently expreſs the 
Thing. 

It is aſſerted, * . That any ſingle Prophe- 
* cy literally fulfilled is a ſtrong Proof of the 
« Authority of the Goſpel, though we had 


%“ Reaſon even to neglect the reſt, as uncer= Y} 


e tain and precarious.” We muſt be cautious 
how we admit, that any one of the Prophe- 
cies applied by the Apoſtles are uncertain and 
precarious, for fear of Conſequences that muſt 
be obvious to every one: Divide et impera. 
However as the Chriſtian Religion is a very 
harmleſs, inoffenſive Religion, if cordially 
embraced, and Men would do well, be Friends 
to themſelves and Society, would they be pre- 
yailed upon to commence Chriſtians indeed by 
anyArgument ; fol have therefore no Deſire to 
diſſuade any one from being induced to embrace 
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| Chriſtianity upon the Evidence of any ſingle a 


Prophecy literally fulfilled: But let ſuch a 
one think this with himſelf at the ſame Time, 


that, if one Prophecy literally fulfilled is a 


firong Proof of the Authority of the Goſpel, 
many 
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„„ 
many Prophecies literally fulfilled muſt be 
ſtronger Proots of its Authority. 

The ſecond Propoſition is ſtill with leſs Shew 
of Reaſon inferred from the Inſtances produ- | 
ced. For the firſt Inſtance where Jeſus tells 
the Tews — Moſes wrote of me, may very na- 
turally imply, that he ſpake of him in all his 
Writings, in Geneſis before the Flood, as well 
as after, and in his other Four Books. 

The ſecond Inſtance alſo, beginning at Mo- 
fes, &c. is a mere Quibble upon the Word 
Moſes. Beginning at Moſes, is beginning at 
the Writings of Moſes, not at the Time in 
which he wrote them, as the Examiner would 
here artfully inſinuate. And if beginning at 
Moſes, is beginning at his Writings, it is moſt 
natural to ſuppoſe, that our. Lord began at that 
Part of them, where the firſt Mention is made 
of himſelf; ſuppoſe at the third Chapter of 
Geneſis: For to the Words beginning at 
Moſes, &c. the Evangeliſt: immediately ſub- 


joins---be e ounded unto them in all the Scrip- 


tures the Things concerning himſelf. All that 
expreſſly related to him he expounded to them, 
beginning at Moſes, who records the earlieſt 
Prophecy that was given of him, and thence 
proceeded regularly through the reſt of the in- 
ſpired Writers who. came after, to the /a/# 
that ſpake of him, and to the laſt Prediction 


that Prophet delivered. | 
Bore he Author fays,* „ He had not diſco- 
C ” vered 
„ 


«? 


. (a 
t yered-the kaſt trace in any of the four 
Goſpels” (why muſt the Alls and the Epi- 
files be excluded?) © of any Appeal to antedi- 
% luvian Predictions : Where, though No- 
% body perhaps will call in Queſtion the 
“ Sharpneſs of his Eye-ſight, yet one would 
e be apt to ſuſpect that he never choſe to ſee 


*© more of any Subject, than what might 
« ſerve that particular Hypotheſis which he 


came prepared to ſupport.” This ap 
alſo from an Inſtance in Page 23, where he 


ſays, To conſider Prophecy in ſo extenſive. 


* a View, he cannot ſee the leaſt Advantage 


ce it is to the Service of Chriſtianity, and that 


<* the Extenſion of it into the antediluvian 


Ages can ſerve no other End, but to enve- 


Jop a plain Queſtion in Clouds and Myſte- 


% ry.” But ſurely that Man, who doth not 


ſee the Service it does, and the Sypport it brings 


to Chriſtianity, to maintain, that Prophecy 
began with Adam, muſt be exceedingly blind. 
For let me aſk, if the firſt Link of the Chain of 


Prophecy commenc'd not with. Adam, how is 
Chriſtianity uniform and conſiſtent ? If it be- 
gan with Moſes, and Mankind were from that 
Period only taught to expect Salvation by a 
Redeemer, by what Method were the pre- 
ceding Race to be ſaved? Let theſe Queries 
be conſidered well by thoſe who can't or ra- 
ther chuſe not to ſee. I will conclude this 
Head with laying before the Reader a — 


1 
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(ix) 
Paſſages out of the Examination, and leaving 
en n ſome Queries on them. | 


Quotation the firſt, p. 10. 
v Chriſt exhorts the Jeus to ſearch- the 
4 Scriptures for the Proofs of his Character 
and Miſſion.“ 


| ES. 
Did he then not bid them ſearch from Ge- 
7 n to the laſt of the Farben ? 


* 


uotation the ſecond, p. 11 and 15. 
This (appealing to Predictions) we may 
te imagine was the Subject of all his (Jeſus) 
* Diſcourſes, though the Evangelifts have 
« recorded but few of thoſe particular Pro- 
“ phecies, which were alledged by him as 
« prefigurative of his Character and Miſſion. 
« All this was done, ſays our Lord, that the 
F Scriptures of the Prophets might be fulfilled, 
« plainly ſignifying, ſays the Doctor, that 
e there was not any Circumſtance of his Life, 
* which had not been foretold in ſuch a Man- 
<«c ner, that the Accompliſhment of it by its 
8 Conformity with the Prediction, might an- 
« ſwer the Purpoſe intended by God of de- 
* monſtrating the Divinity of his Character. 

e 
Is not this allowing that there are till re⸗ 
2 in the Old Teſtament, many Pro- 
hecies not pointed out by Jeſus and his A 


Hes ? May we not then ſearch the Scriptures 
0 our- 


76 
ourſelves for Evidence, _ compare the Life 
of Jeſus written in the New Teſtiment, and 
ſee how every Circumſtance foretold is in his 
Life fulfilled, and muſt not therefore the ſe- 
veral Prophecies be dependent on each other? 


229 


Duotation thi rd, p. 


19. 
te The Apoſtles dollecked from the Old 


„ Teſtament all the ſeveral Prophecies.” 
468 | j | ery. | 85 
Is this certain? Are there then no Prophe- 
cies remaining in the Old Teſtament unapplied 
by the ſacred Writers ? How does this n 


with the ſecond 3 


We are now come to Page 98, hich, to 


139, together with the Animadverſions on 
the Biſhop's Appendix, preſents us with a Mix- 
turę very uncommon and extraordinary. The 
Author no longer treats Things with any 
Ceremony, but makes a bold Trial of the 


ce public Patience and blind Deference to the 
© Authority of a great Name,” and ſeems to 


have wrought himſelf up into an Opinion, ce that 
the Public was diſpoſed to think, hat what- 
ce ever he ſhould ſay, was right, and that his 


© Afertions would go down with them, with- 


<« out giving him the Trouble” of offering 


any Reaſons for them. 


Pages 104, 105, 106, contains ſuch ſhame- 
ful and ſenſeleſs Sneers on the Paradifiacal State, 


as deſerve no Notice; neither do I think it 


worth 


_ n © 2120 
AS. — 5 ern ? a 8 
> 2 . 0 * i 
wo S 7 5 5 
5 en tA „ . 
S N * SoJ 3 A « 2 l ö ite 0 a 5 
aa 8 37 2 e ® Ez 5 a % "_—_ « -: 7 * 2 vl £ a V wok 1 1 N 2 kf * 
by 2 8 9 4 0 N 5 n Py _— * . * e Ws te 3 3 4 
5s A 8 r FEE 0 ff. ĩ K . 8 
> e 3 "I 9 x 5 FS „% er a EE lo 4 . FE 
: 5 PRE: x be 8M HS... x FIT; 7 7 * 8 „ ͤ at DIES F- VS bg 
n e ; TY 0 n N N . N FL. . 2 5 3 
* © , — I aps a EL ge” S 5 8 


. "eng LI : 
1. Ih ts 9 8 


- ll 


9 


worth while to concern myſelf, with what is 
obſerved from Page 107 to111, upon the Hea- 


then Oracles ; ſince, ſhould theſe ſtand or fall, 
the Divine cannot at all be hereby affected. 
At Page 99 the Reader is led to believe, 


that the Author would confine his Remarks to 
the Hiſtory of the Fall; but, in Page 102, he 


extends his View as far back as to Man in his 
State of Innocence; and in five Pages * to the 


Origin and Nature of theſe Wordly Things,” 


fays, that the fundamental Points 0 all Re- 
<« ligion, and of neceſſary Belief, viz. that 
this World and all Things in it derived their 


La) 


« Exiſtence from a Creator, Cc. are clearly 
inculcated by the Story” before us: (Under 


this Term, it is very evident, from the above 


Accounts, he comprehends all the Events 
repreſented i in the four firſt Chapters of Gene- 
. 3) which he aſſerts, cannot be conſidered 


in any other Character, than as one of thoſe 


C inſtructive or moral Fictions, to which we 
% may give the Name of Apologue, or Fable, 


e or Allegory, or of any Thing rather than 
c ofan hiſtorical Narration, with which it is 
ce utterly incompatible.” The Author is 
dead, and we will therefore ſpare his Aſhes : 


But no Period, which concluded with Points 
of ſuch Importance, ſurely ever ended ſo in- 
determinately, ſo indifferently, ſo--- but I 


forbear ! But how is this Concluſion ſupported? 
Let us trace his Account of Things regularly 
to 


® 129, 13t, 13%; 13% 136: 


(K 

to the Fall, and examine the Weight of 
his Objections to their being Matters of Fact. 
At Page 128, he is for reviewing the Story as 
if it had been told to us by Sancontatho ; In 
* which Way of conſidering it, fays he, the 
c firſt Reflection, which would occur, is, that 
e it was not poſſible for any Mortal, to give 
* an hiſtorical (Meaning no doubt a true) 
Narration of the Events therein repreſented; 
e or to deſcribe the particular Manner, Or- 
2 der and Time in which this World, and its 
« principal Inhabitant, Man, were formed.” 
By-the-by, this is reaſoning on a Cafe which 
never happened any way paralle] to that before 
us, and therefore it is ridiculous. The Sup- 
poſition that the Story had been told by Sanco 
Panga, would have been as much to the Pur- 
poſe, as the ſuppoſing that it was by Sancont- 
_atho, But however, doubtleſs it is impoſſible 
for unaſſiſted Reaſon to go beyond Fancy and 
Invention in theſe Points. Upon this Foot, 


the Acknowledgment of the Neceſſity of di 
vine Revelation to inform us truly of the 


Creation, Formation and Nature of Things, we 


join Iſſue; but then, as is granted, & if Moſes 
was commiſſioned and inſtructed by God to 


write it, why may it not be a true Hiſtory of 
Matters of Fact; It muſt be either true or 


falſe? If the former, it is worthy of God; if 


the latter, it is utterly incompatible with his 


8 For it is impoſſible for God to lie; 
and 


9 P. I 35, 


(xm) 
and cannot: Man as eafily. comprehend Truth 
as Fancy, Invention and Lies? Cannot he un- 


derſtan the Realities of _ as eaſily. as the 
earances? It can then by no Means be 


allowed that, Moſes s Commiſſion was ever 


c accommodated: to the prevailing Taſte and 
« Cuſtoms of the Nations around him.“ For 
then he muſt have indulged the raelites in 
Idolatry, &c. Moſes no where writes ad cap- 
tum Vulgi, in the falſe and adopted Senſe of the 
Words, though he does in the true and pro- 
per Senſe: He always ſpeaks of material 
Things really as they are in Nature, and con- 
veys the Knowledge of ſpiritual Things W_—_ 
their Medium; but of this preſently. 
The Relation of the Origin of Things ap- 
2 to be abſolutely literal; it raiſes in us 
deas as proper and immediate as any we have 
from any Objects of our Senſes. The Words 
—— Light, Expanſion. or Firma- 
ment; Waters, Earth and their Products; 
Sun, Moon and Stars, placed in the great Ex- 
panſe to give Light by Day and Night upon 
the Earth, can in this Place be intended to con- 


vey no ſecondary Ideas, and we ſhall preſent- 
ly catch him allowing as much. The Account 


of theſe Things, which are all the Objects of 
our Senſes, is agreeable to Obſervation and the 


2 ſtricteſt Experiment : : And, had the facred 
[ Account of them throughout the Scriptures 


been attended to, Men could never have ad- | 
vanced ſuch ridiculous and abſurd Notions 
con- 


pe, ws 


{ xxivJ 
eoncerning their Origin, Nature and mou : 
as are to be found in Books of Philoſophy. 
to the Notion that Paradiſe and its * | 
ges were Non-entities, in other Words, Apo- - 
logue, Fable or Allegory, enough is urged - 
for the Confutation of it in the firſt Diſcourſe. 
Though: by-the-by, as Man, after he was 
formed, muſt ſtand in need of ſome Place 
for a Habitation, &c. let me aſk, why might 
not he be ſituated literally where Moſes ſays he - 
was, in an Juclgſure planted by the ſpecial and 
paternal Care of his Creator? To what is ob- 
ſerved in the firſt Diſcourſe on the Fall, we. 
proceed now to add a few Reflections. 

It is aſſerted in the Examination, x © If the 
Terms Hiſtory, Parable, Similitude and 
< Metaphor, be taken ſtrictly, it will be dif- 
* ficult (here he ſoftens, for juſt now it was 
© impoſſible) to diſcover any one of them in 
* it,” How is this proved? Truly not at 
all. For in the next Paragraph, it is averred, 
“ That every thing is as plain and literal, as 
* any Language can make it:“ And below, 
ce that it is a plain Deſcription of Facts; yet 
«© that it cannot be Hiſtory for all that.” - 
What crofling, puzling and Confuſion is here! 
Again, he ſays, all the Facts are re 
« fictitious and impoſſible.” Their Poſſibi- 
lity is proved in the firſt Diſcourſe. He goes 


A 


on, We cannot properly call it Parable; 
* for though a Parable be a mere Fiction, it 


Fc 13 


| * P. 124. 
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3 | «© is defined to be of ſuch a Sort, as muſt al- 


« ways be probable, or what might poſſibly 
ce be true,” He does not offer ſo much as 


the Shadow of an Argument, why it may not 
be metaphorical, but concludes with the ſame 


kind of Indifference as obſerved above, naſo 


1 | fu Pendit adunco, that“ we may give it the 


general Name of Allegory;“ in Oppoſition 
to which we may affirm, that if it cannot be 
a Parable, much leſs can it be an Allegory: 

This he was aware of, and therefore, ſays, 
« or we may call it rather an Apologue or 
* moral Fable; or any thing, but the Truth. 

The Reflection is juſtly due here, no Para- 
<«« graph ſurely, in which a Point of ſuch high 
* Importance is treated, was ever more con- 


1 " ſpicuouſly trifling than this.” 


But the greateſt Curiofity yet to come, 
is the Moral; part of which is no other than 
the Letter itſelf, and part of it has not half fo 
much Senſe in it as one of honeſt A/op's, nor 
even fit to be turned into nonſenſe Verſes ; not 
near fo apt and coherent, and ſo trifling, as that 


it muſt of Courſe << provoke every Reader of 


« common Senſe to treat it with all that Con- 
60 tempt, which it juſtly deſerves, without the 
6c. help of a Monitor to point out the Ridicule 
« of it;” however, leſt any of its Beauties 
ſhould eſcape the Eye of the curſory Reader, 
I will endeayour to bring a few of them to his 


Notice, 
d We 


(xxvi) 


We have already ſeen that he has jumbled 
together the four firſt Chapters of Genefis, and 
even reduced them to Tohu and Bobu; at Page 
136, 137, he intitles it an Eaſtern Fable, and 
ſays, „no other Leſſon or Doctrine can be 
<« inferred from it, than what he had already 
e intimated, that this World was created by 
„ God; and that Man was happy in it as long 
« as he continued i innocent, but forfeited his 
' *© Happineſs and became miſerable, as ſoon as 
e he became a wilful Sinner.” Is this the | 
Moral of a Fable? This is no other than a 
ſummary Account of the Letter itſelf. Theſe | 
Truths are the Primary and obvious Meaning 


of the Hiſtory, and we want no Secondary ; 


| Nay, no other was ever contended for. A 
mighty good and uſeful Moral this, or rather 


Hiſtory, 


become miſerable ? Of this we have altogether 
a new and curious - Solution, in Page 133, 
Man was plunged into Miſery, Sorrow and 
„Death by the tempting Suggeſtions of Luſt 
e and ſenſual Appetite, of which the Serpent 


« was the Emblem;” I ſuppoſe among the 
Pre-adamites; for no Authority is produced, 


that it was ſo among others, either from ſacred 
or profane Writ, and it is by no Means ſo ſelf- 


evident a Truth as to need no Eclairciſſement. 
A Sparrow or ſome ſuch ſalacious Animal would 


have been a mighty good Emblem in his Fable, 
and methinks it is Pity ſo fine a Moral ſhould 


be | 


But by what Means was Man i to 


ty | & © © 
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1 be ſet aſide for want of a proper Emblem to 


make it coherent; yet after all, he ſeems 


5 to ſuperſede this Moral by a Second, which 
he draws out of his Fable in the next Page, 


where he makes it account for the abject 
State of the Serpentine Race. 

But we have yet a more important Queſtion 
to be ſolved by our Moraliſt, How is Man 
recovered from his lapſed State, from Miſery, 
Sorrow and Death? For the Solution of this 
Difficulty we muſt have recourſe to Page 132, 
where we are told, Man has not any other 
«* Means of recovering the divine Favour, or 
<< reſtoring himſelf to his original Happineſs, 
<« but by deſerting that beaſtial Rule of ſen- 


1 «© ſual Pleaſure, which had beguiled him into 


« a State of Guilt and Miſery.” On this laſt. 
Paragraph, my Chriſtian Readers, I leave you 
to make your own Reflections! 

Thus then ſtands our Eaſtern Fable and its 
Moral, all of a Piece, and perfectly conſiſtent! 
Query now, by Way of Return to a ſmart 
Aſſertion in Page 113, if the Interpretations 
and Whims put upon this Hiſtory by this late 
Chriſtian Divine, be not abundantly more ab- 
ſurd and ſenſeleſs than thoſe of all former Jes 
or Chriſtians? We will proceed to make one 


or two Remarks more, and then deliver the 


Fable and its Moral to the Winds to ſport 
with, or to be carried | 
In vicum vendentem thus & odores, 


a piper, & quicquid chartis amicitur ineptis. 
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( xxvi1 ) 
In Pages 161 and. 114, it is aſſerted, The 
«« Text ſuggeſts to us no other Notion, than 
that of a real Serpent; the Curſe alſo de- 
© nounced againſt the Deceiver reſtrains it to 
< a mere Serpent: And through five Pages, 
169, 171, 172, 173, 174, he ridicules the 
Suppoſition of any Alteration being introduced 
into the Nature and Shape of the Serpent ; yet 
his reaſoning in Pages 115, 134, 135, ſeems 
to favour this Notion ; and particularly in 
Page 169, he inſinuates his own Opinion un- 
der that of others, that if the Carſe was 
« denounced againſt a mere Serpent, of cre 
ing upon his Belly, licking the Daft, and be- 
ing hofitle and odious to Man, it would ſeem 
„ impertinent, fince it inflicted nothing, but 


« what flowed from the original Nature and 


«* Formation of the Animal.” How do theſe 


Accounts tally? If they are not inconſiſtent 


and contradictory, they are at leaſt very per- 


plexed and confuſed. Indeed through this 


whole Affair the Author ſeems to have no- 


thing elſe in View, but to puzzle Moſes's Ac- 


count of Things, and thereby to bring an O- 
dium upon him and his Writings ; or how- 
ever, the Reader muſt be puzzled, own J 
have been often, inſomuch, that every Time 
J have read it, I ſeemed to be paſſing over 


dreary and barren Heaths, amidſt Miſts and 


thick Clouds ! But which of the above Ac- 
counts are we toadhereto? Are we to reſtrain 


the Curſe to a mere Serpent, or not? Suppoſe 
we 
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(xxix) 
we agree that no Alteration has been introduced 
into the Nature and Shape of the Serpent. 
Why then it ſeems that a Curſe being denoun- 
ced muſt ſuppoſe ſome Alteration, otherwiſe, 
it would be impertinent, if it inflicted no Pu- 
niſhment-; yet we agree that no Alteration has 
paſſed upon the Serpent, conſequently no Pu- 
niſhment has been inflicted upon it, nor any 
Curſe; which therefore cannot be reſtrained 
to a mere Serpent. But now let us proceed 
one Step further, and ſuppoſe, that the De- 
ceiver was a ſpiritual Being, who has under- 
gone ſome Puniſhment and Alteration in con- 
ſequence of the Curſe, and that he and his 
Puniſhment be repreſented to us by pointing, 
as it were, to a Creature, which is the Object 
of our Senſes, and of all others the moſt gro- 
veling, noxious and odious ; where then will 
be any Difficulty and Impropriety ? I muſt 
beg the Reader to ſuſpend his Objections, if 
he has any, till he has heard me out. 

'The Author of the Examination ſeems in 
this Inquiry, as well as in that of Prophecy, 
to quibble upon Words and Names; contends 
that it cannot be Hiſtory, Parable, Similitude, 
Metaphor, nay he will ſcarce allow it to be 
any Thing : But now ſuppoſe we avoid calling 
it by any of thoſe Terms; and make Inquiry 


only into the Things and Senſe. I ſhall in- 


troduce and confirm what I have farther to 
offer with ſome Obſervations- and Extracts 
from able and ingenious Writers concerning 

- the 
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the Methods, by which we acquire all our 


Knowledge. 


The Doctrine of innate Ideas is, WY great 


Ingenuity and Strength of Argument, ſet aſide 
by Mr. Lock, and the Origin of all our Ideas 
proved to be from Senſation: This Subject is 
alſo very far purſued and newly applied by the 
Author of the Proceedure and Limits of the hu- 
man Underſtanding, which Book contains a 
Number of curious and improving Obſervations 
on the Neceſſity and Ule of Analogy in Theo- 
logy, without the Help of which, he demon- 
ſtrates, we cannot poſſibly come at the Know- 
ledge of ſpiritual Beings, their Actions and 
Manner of Exiſtence. The Sum of his Ar- 
guments, by which he eſtabliſhes this Doctrine, 

I will endeavour to draw out with as much 
Connection as I can. 

The Bounds ſet to our e by 
Nature, are not very extenſive; for the Mind 
« hath originally no larger a Sphere of its Ac- 
„ tivity than this viſible Frame of material 


Objects. All Things beyond this, with re- 


< ſpect to any immediate Perception of our 
Faculties, are as if they had no Being: * By 
Nature we can know nothing beyond our- 
e ſelves and the Things about us; theſe are 
* the Bounds and Meaſure of our Knowledge; 


«© the Limits and utmoſt Extent of human 


+ Underſtanding ; + here the Mind ſtops; 
e and it muſt begin a-new for the Apprehen- 
cc ſion 


* Book I. P. 52. + Introd. P. 7. 
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fion of Things ſupernatural and intirely im- 
material ; or all Intercourſe with Heaven 
muſt be cut off. The Mind can hold In- 
tercourſe with Heaven by Means of Analo- 
gy only; || which is defined at the Begin- 


ning of the Introduction to this Effect, Our 
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Ideas or Conceptions of Things are proper 
and immediate, or mediate and improper : 
Of the firſt Kind are our Ideas of the Things 
of this World, which are the proper and 
immediate Objects of our Senſes and Rea- 
ſon: Of the ſecond Kind are ſuch as we 
form of ſpiritual Things, of God, his At- 
tributes, or of any Thing elſe in another 


World; of which we have no immediate, 


proper Idea at all, and conſequently, that 
we are under a Neceflity of- conceiving all 
Things ſupernatural by Analogy, 2. e. by the 
Mediation and Subſtitution of thoſe Ideas, 
which we have of ourſelves and of all other 
Things of Nature; between the Truths of 
which, and thoſe of Religion, there is a 

mutual Sympathy and faſt Connection, they 
fall in together, and communicate Light to 
each other : By the Medium of natural 
Things, our Underſtanding is enlarged vaſt- 
ly beyond its native Sphere; a new and im- 
menſe Scene of Things is hereby opened to 
the Mind, and a ſolid Foundation laid for 
a rational, well- grounded Aſſent and Faith 


to ſuch Truths as are otherwiſe impercepti- 
* 


Book I. P. 51, $2. 
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« ble, and of which we can have no more 
8 Notion than a blind Man can of Colours. * 
* By Analogy, the great and glorious Variety 


A 


of heavenly Things, the World of Spirits, 


„ and even God himſelf and his Attributes, 
together with all the facred Myſteries of 


£ 


A RN 


Chriſtianity, become the Objects of our 
e Reaſon, and Underſtanding, and Faith; 
© and Things otherwiſe imperceptible grow 
*« familiar and eaſy.” + In Page 34 of the In- 
troduction, where he obviates Objections to 
the Uſe of Analogy, he urges in Vindication 


A 


of it to this Effect, 'The ſeveral Propofitions 


* of thoſe Ideas of Senſation, which are the 
cc firſt Rudiments of our Knowledge, and the 
cc only Materials the Mind of Man hath to 
ce work upon, render divine Analogy of uni- 
<« yerſal Advantage in Religion; which ena- 
© bles us to ſtate the true Manner of appre- 


“ hending the Myſteries of Chriſtianity ; and 


te to judge, when it is that our Reaſonings up- 
<« on them are juſt, and ſolid, and clear; and 
© when they are confuſed, precarious and 
<« falſe.” He allo proves, Page 34 and elſe- 
where, that the Reality and Truth of the Doc- 
trines of the Goſpel, God, his Attributes, &c. 
are perfectly preſerved, tho they are analogi- 


cally conceived, and not, as ſome are apt to 


Imagine, reſolved into mere F igure and Allu- 
fion and reduced to nothing. To convince 


0 n he) thoſe, who draw ſuch Concluſions 


« and 
* Book I. P. 57, 58. and Introd, P. 7. + Book I. P. 8. 
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(xxxiii ) 
ce and reject the Uſe of Analogy, that * are 


«« fundamentally wrong and advance Poſitions 
deſtructive of all Religion, natural as well 
« as revealed, let them fingle out any one 
Idea or Conception together with the Word, 
« by which we expreſs it, and revolve it in 
e their Mind, and try whether they can tranſ- 


* 


« fer it to the divine Being, and the Things 


© of another World in the ſame ſtrict and 
< literal Propriety, with which they apply it 
« to Men and the Things of this World.“ 
Thus evident and plain is the Nature, Ne- 
ceſſity and Uſe of Analogy in Theology; which 
takes its Riſe from the Objects of Senſe, and 
carries us to thoſe, which are far removed from 
it, by the Subſtitution of the Idea or Concep- 
tion of one Thing with the Term belonging to 
it, to ſtand for another Thing on account of 
ſome apparent or real Similitude, Reſemblance 
and Correſpondency between the Things com- 


pared, or rather, the Notions thereby conceived. 


Hence the Practice of applying the ſame Word 
to different Objects on Account of ſome Re- 
ſemblance; of ſubſtituting material Images, 


Perſons or Actions for ſpiritual Things, Per- 


ſons or Actions; and calling the Sign and the 
Thing ſignified by the ſame Name, obſerva- 
ble continually in the Scriptures, appears won- 
derfully proper; and carries in it inconteſtibly 
the higheſt Marks of divine Wiſdom. Hence 
too we may venture to aſſert, that divine Re- 
velation itſelf could no othewiſe give us Con- 

e cep- 


( xxxiv ) 
ceptions of ſpiritual Things, but by their Af- 
finity and Reſemblance to ſuch Ideas, as we 
are acquainted with, and can receive by Senſa- # 
tion. When God therefore planted a Gar- 
den, and placed Man in it, affixed to certain 
Trees ſituated in the Center, high Names and 
lofty Titles, what could be the Deſign herein, 
the Reader now can be at no Loſs to infer. 
Again, when a certain Creature is repreſented, | 
as talking and reaſoning, though by Nature 
mute; as tempting and drawing off the Wo- 
man from her Allegiance to her Maker, 
though by no Means the moſt ſubtle of the 
Beaſts of the Field, and a dreadful Curſe is 
denounced againſt him for his Crime, can the 
Reader now poflibly hefitate at the Meaning ? 
Could there be in all Nature a more apt and 
proper Creature, venomous, groveling and 
odious, by which to deſcribe an inviſible Be- 
ing become Evil, his Nature and Puniſhment ? 
And if this Creature was made to be preſent, 
| and was really actuated by the wicked Spirit, 
if which is certainly very poſſible, as is proved 
WE in the firſt Diſcourſe, then the Curſe, de- 
| nounced againſt the ſpiritual Serpent in Terms 
| borrowed from the natural, appears very ſtrik- 
| ing; and we are hereby enabled to conceive 
| him reduced to a State the loweſt, the moſt 
wretched and depraved : Many weighty Rea- 
tons might be offered in Support of this Opi- 


nion 3 
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(Rx) 
nion; but as the Scriptures appear not to be 


explicit in this Point, I beg to leave every one 


with Modeſty and Humility to enjoy his own 
private Opinion; yet there are important and 
neceſſary Points, in which the Scriptures teach 
us all to agree that the Devil bears the Name 
of the Serpent — that he beguiled Eve, and 
that the Seed which conquers him is Chriſt, 
as is obſerved hereafter. Now ſhould any one 
be ready to object that the above Method of 
Interpretation by making one Sentence of the 
ſame Diſcourſe carry but one Meaning and ano- 
ther two, the ſpiritual as well as the literal, 

deſtroys the Matters of F at; in order to re- 
move this Objection, I muſt beg to refer the 
Propoſer of it to the firſt Volume of Revela- 
tion examined with Candor ;* where he will 
find ſome proper and judicious Remarks on 
this very Objection, ſtarted in a Letter to Dr. 


4 Materland. When the Subject leads to imma- 


terial and mental Things, it will be impoſſible 


to have correct Conceptions of them without a 
careful Attention to the Material, with which 


they are clothed, and which ſerve, as a Body, 
to convey them to the Senſes, and thereby to 
bring Conviction to the Underſtanding; in 
vrhich Caſe, this Author proves, that figura- 
tive Interpretations are perfectly conſiſtent with 
the ſtricteſt Truths of Fact. 
J have one Remark more to make on the 


Examination, and then I will take my Leave 


e 2 of 
P. 64. 


(xxxvi) 
of this wild Performance; it is on what i Is fad, 
Page 136, on the Cherubim. 

Now that the Cherubim was N 
we may agree, but not that it is Allegorical, 
in his Senſe of the Word Allegory. For, with- 
out inquiring into what it was an Exhibition 
of, to prove, that it was ſome real Exhibition, 
we may remember, that it was ſet up in the Ta- 
bernacle, and in the Sanctum Sanforum of the 
Temple, and was carved upon the Walls, c. 
This alſo may ſerve to convince us, that Pa- 
radiſe and all its Appendages were once Reali- 

ties, ſubſiſting in Nature. 


Thus Fehovah, the all-gracious, merciful 
and wiſe Author of Nature, made Man, and 


provided for him Means, whereby he mi ght be 
wiſe and happy in his upright and lapſed rates ; 


he made all Nature to adminiſter to his ſpiri- 


tual as well as temporal Wants; hath given 
him a Revelation abounding with exceeding 
and precious Promiſes to fill him with Hope, 
Joy and Conſolation : And for his more effec- 
tual Inſtruction and Converſion, by viewing 
this Revelation in all its ſeveral Degrees of 
Light, God hath varied and multiplied the 
Proofs of its Truth; not to be divided and ſe- 
perated, but united and made affiſtant to each 
other. Now therefore we need not heſitate 
to embrace this Propoſition, . . whatever cre- 
& ates Faith, muſt firſt convince the Under- 


« ſtanding,” Divinity is doubtleſs a Science; 


Sit has its firſt Principles; and unleſs we be- 
| gin 
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gin with theſe we ſhall never make any regu- 
lar and enlarged Proficiency in the Things of 
Faith or Practice; afterwards, indeed, leaving 
the firſt Principles of the Oracles of God, we 
may go on unto Perfection. According to St. 

Paul, the firſt Principles of the Oracles of God 
— of the Doctrine of Chriſt --- the Rudiments 
and Elements, are the natural Images, Figures, 
Types and Shadows in the Old Teſtament. 
Let this then be our School to take a regular 


2 Education in, let us ſtudy the Book of Nature 


in the Book of God; and God and ſpiritual 
Things by the Medium of natural : And tho' 
after all our Pains and the Means of Informa- 
tion, while we are here, we ſee through a Glaſs 
darkly, yet let us be thankful for it and uſe it 
diligently, till we ſhall ſee Face to Face, and 
know even as we are known, Now are we the 
Sons of God, and it doth not appear what we 


ſhall be: But we know, that when he ſhall ap- 


pear, we ſhall be like him: for we ſhall ſee him 
as he is, 3. e. by immediate Viſion: The Uſe 


of the Glaſs will then be no more, Faith will 
be turned into Sight, and Hope into Poſſeſſion. 
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ISAIAH xlv. 19. 
Thus ſaith the Lord: I have not 


ſpoken in Secret, in a dark Place 
of the Earth: I ſaid not unto the 
Seed of Jacob, Seek ye me in vain: 
I the Lord ſpeak Righteouſneſs, I 
declare Things that are right. 


BEL HESE Words contain a poſi- 
tive Declaration, that a Reve- 
lation was communicated from 
God to his People; and, that 
that Revelation was open, clear, 
n determinate and full. 
T have not ſpoken, faith the Lord, in Secret, 
more ſtrictly to the Original,“ in a Den, or, 
under a Viel; in a dark Place of the Earth + 


in Contradiſtinction perhaps to the heathen 


Oracles, which the Prieſts were wont to deli- 
ver from Holes and dark Caverns: God, on 
the contrary, ſays, I ſpake openly, and in ſecret 
have I faid nothing: T ſaid not unto the Seed of 

B Jacob, 


* *7D3 in latibulo, vel velamine. Mar. Cal. Fob xxiv. 15. 
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Facob, Seek ye me in vain: The Tranſlation 
here ſeems not exactly to expreſs the Senſe and 
Force of the Original; the Word render'd in 


vain is the ſame as is tranſlated in the Begin- 


ning of the 1ſt Chap. of Gen. without Form; 


where Moſes makes uſe of it, among others, 


to deſcribe the chaotic. State of the material 


World, while as yet Heaven and Earth were 
8 in a primary elementary State, 
wherein the Earth, while it's Parts were looſe, 
diſunited, and promiſcuouſly mixed among 
the Waters, is juſtly ſaid to be without Form. 
This Word, in a wonderfully expreſſive Man- 
ner, deſcribes: the Confuſion, Obſcurity, and 


Darkneſs of the oracular Anſwers, utter'd-in 
looſe Sentences admitting of double Conſtruc- 
tions, and which were therefore reducible to 


no determinate Meaning, *till the Event, as it 
were, ſhaped and formed them into Senſe. 


The Reverſe of this, God here declares, by his 


Prophet, were his Words to the Seed of Fa- 
cob, that their Meaning was determinate, their 
"Wi clear and diſtinct, uniform and apparent, 
even as formed Nature, when its mighty Au- 


thor pronounced it very good. The Text goes on, 
ſeek ye me, or, they ſought me: 1 the Lord ſpeak 


Righteouſneſs, T declare Things that are right. 
There have not been wanting ſome, who 
have advanced Notions that altogether con- 
tradict what are inculcated in theſe Words, 
ſuch as, that Mankind, till the Coming of 
Chriſt, had received no clear explicit Revela- 
tion, 
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tion, but remain'd inveloped in Darkneſs and 
E Ignorance, as it were, in a State of Nature; 


wherein Religion and Knowledge were in their 
Infancy and Childhood: It is even thought, 
that the Doctrine of future Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments, which is one of the firſt Principles 
of Religion, was not taught in the Old Teſta- 
ment; that the Jews underſtood not the 
Spirit and Intention of their T ypes and Cere- 
monies; nay, it is inſinuated, that there was 
no Defien i in them, but that they were ſuper- 
ſtitious and heatheniſh. 
Not to ſay, how contrary theſe Poſitions are 
to the ſeventh Article of our Church — the 
2d Part of the Homily on Faith, and the Opi- 
nion of truly learned Men in all Ages, remark- 
ably Bochart and Gale, who have drawn to- 
gether a large Collection of Proofs that 


the Patriarchs were poſſeſſed of all Wiſdom, 


natural as well as ſpiritual ; and that other Na- 
tions furniſh'd themſelves with Knowledge as 
well as Merchandiſe from the Jes of Pheni- 
cia and Egypt: Indeed, that divine Revelation 
was the Source, tho' the Phenicians might be 
the immediate Streams, whence the Grecians 
drew even their 1 and the genuine Part 
of their Philoſophy and Theology: To paſs 
over theſe Authorities and Conſiderations, let 
us recur to the Bible itſelf, and take a View of 
the Patriarchal and Moſaic Diſpenſations, that 
we may diſcern with Clearneſs and Conviction, 
how ill grounded and erroneous are ſuch Opi- 

B 2 nions; 


0 (4) 
nions; As we go along we will endeavour to 
eſtabliſh more eſpecially theſe three Propoſi- 
tions. A 


1ſt, That Man was taught the Dodrine of 
a nd State, and how to attain it before and 


after the F. . which we w_ conſider. partly 


cularly. 


Form of Worſhip, the capital Part of which 
was Sacrifice. 

3dly, That Sacrifice was a Prefiguration of 
| Chrift, and fo underſtood by the Patriarchs ; 
who therefore, and the Fews under Moſes, 


were true Believers, having reſpect unto the 


Pr omiſe; Chriſt, the Redeemer of the World. 


Firſt then: It is altogether incredible, that 


the firſt Race of Men ſhould be ignorant of 
a future State, and by what Means it might 
be obtained, who had God for their Teacher, 
ſpeaking to them immediately, and by Prophets 
inſpired. The firſt Man is repreſented as having 
immediate Converſe with his Creator, who 
taught him the Doctrine of eternal Rewards 
and Puniſhments, when he faid, Þ the Day 


thou eateſt thereof thou ſhalt farely die. Adam 


then muſt conclude with Certainty, that if he 
did not tranſgreſs he ſhould not die; conſe- 
quently he knew, that he was made for In- 
mortality; and that he would have enjoyed 
Life in a future State had he remained inno- 
cent, 


2dly, That the Patriarchs had an inſtituted Þ 
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cent, will be evident preſently. It is in plain, 
poſitive Words declared, that he did tranſgreſs; 
be the Manner of the Temptation to it, the 
Appearance of the Tempter, his Nature and 
that of the Tranſgreſſion, what they will: 
LNone of theſe Circumſtances, whatever Opi- 
nion Men entertain about them, can invalidate 
the Matter of Fact, namely, the Tranſgreſſion, 
vrhich is clearly aſſerted. Adam then by Tranſ- 


65 


eſſion incurred the Penalty threatened: He 


died immediately in a ſpiritual Senſe; — loſt the 
Image of God, that Rectitude of Nature in 


which he was created ;— forfeited all Title to 
Life, all Pretenſions to Happineſs, and ſubjected 
himſelf and Poſterity to temporal and eternal 
Death. This is alſo evident, neither can it be 
diſputed, that Adam hereby fell into a State 
quite the Reverſe of that in which he had been 
placed by his Creator; or that a Recovery out 


1 of this State was abſolutely neceſſary to his and 
his Poſterity's Happineſs. But what could 
have begotten him again to a lively Hope, ex- 


cept a Promiſe of Mercy from God ? By his 
Diſobedience he loſt his Innocence, and there- 


with his Aſſurance of the divine Favour; a 


Conſciouſneſs of Guilt would naturally intro- 
duce Doubtfulneſs and Diffidence of that Fa- 
your here, and of being filled with it hereafter. 
Had he then been left to himſelf, muſt he not 


have remained in the utmoſt Uncertainty and 


Perplexity ? Had he been diſpoſed to repent, 
what Aſſurance or even Hope could he have 
; con- 


1 
conceived of Pardon and Acceptance? What 
Foundation, what healing Clauſe*, is there in 


Nature for either of theſe Supports ? A Con- 


fideration of the moral - Attributes of God, 
that as his Mercy is, ſo is his Juſtice, would 


have been rather the Cauſe than the Remedy 
of Confuſion and Deſpair. In ſhort, moſt 
evident it muit be to every candid and diſpaſ- 
ſionate Inquirer, that nothing could poſſibly 
open a Way to Certainty and Conſolation, but 
a Promiſe of Pardon from God himſelf. 

Now the Church has in all Ages held it 
for a certain Truth, that a Promiſe of Mercy 


was delivered to the firſt Pair when it was 


declared, that he Seed of the Woman ſhould 
bruiſe the Serpent's Head. But ſome. Men, 
who hereby ſeem diſpoſed to be as blind as the 


Serpent is deaf, which refuſeth f hear the 


Voice of the Charmer, charm he never ſo wiſely, 
are pleaſed to reject this Interpretation, + and 
even the hiſtorical Senſe of the Creation and 
Formation of Things, of Man's Trial, Fall 
and Recovery, contending, that it is in no degree 
probable, but utterly abſurd and contradictory 
to Reaſon, impoſſible and inconſiſtent with 
the Attributes of God, and that the whole 


can be no otherwiſe nated than as one of 


thoſe inſtructive and moral Fictions, to which 
we may give the N ame of Apologue, or Fa- 
* ble, 


* Exam. P. 103, 
4 Exam. p. 131, 2, 3. 136. 102. 115. 125. 135. 
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(7 ) 
ble, or Allegory, or of any thing rather than 


of an hiſtorical Narration. 

'Tis exceedingly raſh, not to ſay worſe, 
thus determinately to fit in Judgment upon the 
Word of God. There are many Difficulties 
in the Scriptures, which mere claſſical Learn- 
ing and Tranſlations will never enable a Man to 
underſtand : But no, Learning ſhould prompt 
him to cenſure them, or call their Truth in 
queſtion ; indeed no true Learning will, Upon 
Things that are hard to be underſtood, Humi- 


lity ſhould teach every Man to ſuſpend, tho' 


not his Inquiry, yet his Judgment, leſt he 
wreſt them unto his own Deſtruction. Men 
would never give Offence to others, nor incur 
Condemnation themſelves, would they embrace 
the plain Truths of Scripture with Faith and 
Thankfulneſs, and propoſe their Opinions upon 


abſtruſe Points with Modeſty and Submiſſion. 


But let us try to remove the above Objections 
and Interpretations, and prove that the Moſaic 
Account is true Hiſtory of Matters of Fact. 
An Allegory is that in which, under bor- 
rowed Characters and Alluſions, is ſhadowed 
ſome real Action or moral Inſtruction; or, to 
keep more ſtrictly to it's Derivation Cant: 
alius, ayogw dico) tis that, in which one. 
Thang is related and another Thing i is under- 
ſtood. From this Definition *tis very apparent, 
that an Allegory muſt have two Senſes, the literal. 
and myſtical ; and, for that Reaſon, it muſt con- 
wy it's InftruRtion under borrowed Characters 
and 
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and Alluſions ? hroug baut: For that Relation, 
in which any one Perſon or Thing is real and 


ſubject to no ſecondary Meaning or Applica- 
tion cannot be conſidered as an Allegory. It 


is therefore incumbent on thoſe, who contend 
that the Moſaic Account of the Creation and 
Formation of Things, of Man's Trial, Fall and 
Recovery, is an Allegory, Apologue or Fable, 


to prove, that the Perſons, Things and Actions 
are all imaginary, and to aſſign to each aſſumed 
Character it's proper Meaning and Intention: 


For Inſtance, when tis ſaid that God created the 


Heavens and Earth, that now are, in a firf8 
Eftate, and out of that raiſed this beautiful, 
uniform Syſtem of Nature, they muſt ſhew, 
that we are not to reſt in the literal Meaning 
of the Words God, Heaven and Earth, but 
that hereby ſome other Perſons, Things and 
Actions are pointed at or repreſented. 

Again, When tis faid that the Lord God 
formed Man of the Duſt of the Ground, and 
breathed into his Noſtrils the Breath of Life, 
planted a Garden, placed Man in it, warned 
him againſt cating of a particular Tree, and 


made a Help-meet for him, it muſt be proved, 


that theſe are feigned Perſons and Things. 


Laſtly, when 'tis related, that the Man and 


the Woman did, at the Inſtigation of a Temp- 
ter, eat of the forbidden Tree; it muſt be 


2 i ſhewn that Adam and Eve are not the real, 
but fictitious Characters. Now, fince tis 


impoſſible to do this, we may infallibly con- 
1 g clude, 


(9) 


clude, that this Account EPR; be conſidered 


as an Apologue, Fable, or Allegory. Let us 
then try if the hiſtorical Senſe be not poffible, 


pen and agreeable to Reaſon. 

Why ſhould the Reality of a Tree named 7he 
Tree of Life; and the Tree of the Knowledge of 
Good and Evil, be thought a Thing impoſlible, 
abſurd, or incredible? Could not the ſame Be- 


ing, that divided the Light from the Darkneſs 
and called the Light Day, make to grow out 


of the Ground two Trees for a peculiar Uſe, 
and give them Names expreſſive of ſuch Uſe? 

Might not Life, or Living, be predicated of a 
Tree with as much Pi opriety as of Waters] and 
Bread?* And might not the Prohibition of 
eating of a Tree be as much real and fignifi- 
cant, as that of eating Blood and certain Ani- 
mals? Sacrifice alſo, Circumciſion, and many 
other Particulars, were required by God under 
the Patriarchal and Moſaic Diſpenſations, and 


their Neglect made criminal, tho' each of them 


were temporary, poſitive, and ſymbolical In- 
ſtitutions: Indeed, the Deſign of theſe is ſig- 


nify'd at their Inſtitution, which enables us to 
diſcern their Wiſdom : And had the Purpoſe: 
of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil 


been expreſs'd, we ſhould have been at no 
Loſs to determine the Occaſion of it's Name, 
the Reaſon and Wiſdom of it's Inſtitution, and 


how eating of it was a capital Sin, | 
| C Again: 


Num. xix. 17. John iv. 10; John vi. 51. 
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(10) 

Again: With reſpe& to the Power of that 
Enemy of Mankind we call the Devil, moſt 
certainly it was inconceivably great before the 
coming of Chriſt, who was to conquer him. 
Was he not a lying Spirit in the Mouth of all 
Abab's * Pr * i Did he not afflict Fob ? 
In the New Teſtament, he is called the /trong 
Man-, —— the Prince of this World to be caſt 
out t — the Prince of the Power of the Air — 
that could transform himſelf into an Angel of 
$ Light — is repreſented as poſſeſſing Men's 
Bodies at the coming of Chriſt, and controuling 
Free Agents, and ſpeaking in them||; which is 
certainly a Mark of greater Power than to 
controul paſſive Beings ; tho” theſe are all Exer- 
tions of Power greater than actuating a Ser- 
pent, ſuppoſing this to be the Caſe ; but whe- 
ther it be or not, how is it poſſible for Man to 
determine, if the Scriptures have not ? How- 
ever, the above Inſtances are ſufficient to prove 
tis no Impoſſibility; and fince *tis Matter of 
Fact, that he had and did exerciſe ſuch great 
Power, it is therefore moſt certain, that he did 
It conſiſtently wirh the Attributes, and by the 
Permiſſion of God, without becoming, I know 
not what, ſecond independent Being. Thus far 
no Impoſſibilities or Abſurdities which Reaſon 
muſt wink at, no Incredibilities which Faith 
muſt di voſt 88 nor any thing that interferes 
with the Attributes of God, attend the hiſtorical 

Senſe, 


* 1 Kings xxii. 22. John xii. 31. + 2 Cor. xi. 14. 
Eph. ii. 2. || Mat. viii. 29. FF Exam. p. 103. 
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Senſe, tho' we allow ſome Difficulties may: 
But then none of theſe Difficulties are ſuch as 
we are materially concerned to have cleared, 
nor can our Ignorance of them at all affect the 
Matters of Fact in which we are intereſted, 
and which are clearly and poſitively determined 


by the Scriptures, namely, that Adam tranſ- 


greſſed that the Devil is called the Ser- 
pent* that he begurled Eve + — that the 
Seed is Chriſt, the God of Peace, who will 
bruiſe Satan under our Feet, And if we adhere 
to this, what avail the Inquiries and Heſitations 
of the Diſputor, who can eaſily aſk more Queſ- 
tions than he or any Man perhaps can reſolve. 
Now that the above Particulars, which are 
Difficulties to us, were ſo to thoſe to whom 
Moſes wrote, ſurely no juſt Reaſon can be aſ- 
ſigned ; but none at all, that they were not 
clear to Adam, who could want no Means of - 
acquiring a perfect Knowledge of the Deſign 


of every thing in the Garden of Eden, as well 
as the Propriety and Significancy of the Names 


of Perſons and Things. Now that Man was 
again, and from this Time, inſtructed how to 
to pleaſe God and attain Life, muſt be evident 
from a Reflection upon what is ſaid on Abel's 


Acceptance, Enoch's Tranſlation, the Faith and 


Behaviour of Noab, Abraham and all the El- 
ders. Their Faith and Actions were Effects 


that muſt be owing to ſome Cauſe, and no other 
C 2 Cauſe 


* Revel. xii, 9, xx. 2. + 2 Cor. xi. 3. I Gal. iii. 16, 19. 
| F Rom, xvi. 20. 


„ 

Cauſe can with any Propriety be aſſigned, than 
that of a divine Promiſe of Life and Accept- 
ance, Tis remarked, that Enoch walked with 
God*, for which he was tranſlated, that he 

ould not fee Death. This was a known 
Matter of Fact, publiſhing to all Men the 
Doctrine of a future State and it's Reward. 
The Apoſtle to the Hebrews alſo affirms, that 
Abraham looked for a City which hath Foun- 
dations, whoſe Builder and Maker is God — 
that all the Elders died in Faith, and defired a 
better Country, 7.e. an heavenly — that there- 
fore God was called their God, who hath pre- 
pared for them a City — and that others alſo 
were tortured not accepting Deliverance, that 
they might obtain a better Reſirectian f. 

Laſtly : 

That the Life Adam would have enjoyed, 
had he remained innocent, was to have been 
in a future State, is moſt evident from a Con- 
ſideration of the Purpoſe of Chriſt's coming 
into the World, which was to reſtore what 
was loſt in im. This, we are aſſured by the 
Scriptures over and over again, is eternal Life 
in another State: As in Adam all die, even ſo 
in Chriſt all ſhall be made alive. Death reigned 
from Adam i Moſes : But as, by the Offence of 
one, Judgment came upon all Men to Condemna- 
tion ; even fo, by the Righteouſneſs of one, the 
Free Gift came upon all Men unto Juſtification 
of Life : For, as by one Man's Diſobedience 


many 


* Gen. v. 24. f Heb. xi. 5. 13. 16. 35. 


6205 


many were made Sinners; fo, by the Obedience of 


one, ſhall many be made righteous®, God hath 
begotten us again unto a lively Hope, by the 
Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt from IS Dead, 


| to an Inheritance incorruptible and unde filed, 


and that fadeth not away reſerved in Heaven r. 
Such and more is the Evidedce that the Pa- 
triarchs were acquainted with the Doctrine of 
a future State, and how to attain it. 


Proceed we now to our ſecond Propoſition ; 


namely, that the Patriarchs had an inſtituted 


Worſhip, the capital Part of which was Sa- 
crifice. 

Cain and Abel brought their Offerings at the 
End of Days, ſays the Original, and the Mar- 
gin of our Bibles ; which Expreſſion puts it 
beyond Diſpute, that the Inſtitution of Sacri- 
ficature commenced, and Sacrificing had been 
a Practice before this Time : And by whom 
inſtituted, the Time and Occaſion of it's In- 
ſtitution, none are ſo blind as not to be able to 
ſee, but thoſe who are determined not to ſee. 
Add to this, the Diſtinction of clean and un- 
clean Beaſts obſerved by Noah at his Entrance 


Into the Ark; ; — his offering Sacrifice imme- 


diately after his Deliverance, without any new 
Direction; —The reſt of the Patriarchs alſo 


offering Sacrifice, remarkably Jacob at Beer- 
ſheba, erecting and conſecrating Altars in many 


Places, where he was honoured with the divine 
Pre- 


* Rom. V 14. 18. 19, Þ+ 1 Pet. i. 3. 4; 


| | XP 
Preſenee and Appearance, and affixing to them 
the expreſſive Names of Beth-el, Peni-el, and 
the like: Theſe are ſo many Memorials of 


fixed Places of Worſhip; the Sacrifices are ſuch 


Proofs of an inſtituted public Form, and ſtand 
forth ſo full to Obſervation, that a Diſregard of 
them can be owing to nothing but wilful Blind- 


neſs. Moreover, what is related * of Abra- | 


ham's obeying the Voice of God, keeping his 


Charge, his Commandments, his Statutes and 


his Laws, is poſitive Proof of ſome given Di- 


rections: Indeed theſe Expreſſions comprehend 


all the various Branches and Diviſions of Laws 
and Rules, into which that Body of Laws, 


_ afterwards delivered at Mount Sinai, and com- 


mitted to Writing, was claſſed and diſtin- 
guiſhed. The Apoſtle to the Galatians ob- 
ſerves, the Law was added becauſe of Tranſ- 
greſſiuns. This is another manifeſt Proof that 
ſome Inſtitution ſubſiſted before, which Fhe 
Law could not diſannul. To give briefly the 
Evidence by which our ſecond Propoſition is 
ſupported, in the Words of a moſt approved 


Writer f: From the Scriptures, it appears, 


ce that before the Publication of the Law in 
« Sinai, Believers and Unbelievers were in 
Practice and Poſſeſſion of many or moſt of 
« theſe Rites and Inſtitutions, which muſt 
© have depended on ſome antecedent Autho- 
* rity that was common to all, And by uni- 

| verſal 


en. . 
I The Author of Reflection. on the Sources of Incredulity. 
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(15) 
« verſal Conſent of all profane Authors it ap- 
<« pears, that after the Ara of Moſes, the ſame 
« Inſtitutions and Obſervances had taken Place 


„ over all the known World, tho' no body 


te ſuppoſes they owed their Origin to the Laws 
ce of a Nation, that the reſt of the World 
“ held in Diſlike and Contempt. To inſtance 
« in a few: Offering Sacrifice and that by 
« Fire*, was in Uſe before the written Law ; 

Abel 


* So early as from the Time of Cain and Abel there appear to 
have been in Practice two Sorts of Offerings or Sacrifices — the 
Fruits of the Earth, and Animals. It may be ſaid, that Men 
might, from the Dictates of Nature, be induced to preſent to 
GA the Firſt-fruits or Part of the Crop of Vegetables, as a pro- 
per Acknowledgment orQuit- Rent due to the Creator and Giver 
of all Things ; that it might be as natural to do this as it is for 


us to ſay Grace before Meat: But ſurely natural Reaſon could 
never induce Men to diſtinguiſh Animals into clean and unclean ; 


to think that the Author and Giver of Life would be pleaſed 
with the untimely and violent Death of his Creatures; much 


leſs could it ever put it into Men's Heads, ſo foon too, to offer 


them up by Fire, to avoid eating the Blaad and the Fat, pouring 
the one on the Ground and burning the ather. There daes not 
appear therefore ſo much as the Shadow of an Argument in 
Support, that the Offering of Creatures could have it's Riſe from 
Nature. Every Effect muſt have ſome Cauſe ; and, as this evi- 
dently appears to be an Effect altogether extraordinary and out 
of Nature, it muſt owe it's Origin to a ſupernatural Efficient: 
And the Impoſhbility { Pſalm 1. 13. Heb. x. 4.) that the Blood 
of Bulls and Goats ſhould take away Sin, ought to convince us, 
that it's Deſign was only typical and prefigurative of ſome real 
Attonement to be exhibited for Mankind in the Fulneſs of Time. 
It may be uſeful to obſerve, that the Scriptures often relate the 
Effect or Action, and leave their Cauſe and final Uſe to be inferred, 
which 1s eaſily done from the Context, other Parts of Scripture, 
c. This is one great Beauty of the Scripture and Means of 
it's Conciſeneſs, tho? it comprehends a N iſtory of many thouſand 
Years, &c. Thus in the Book of Geneſis there is frequent Men- 
tion of the Practice of Sacrifice, but no particular Account of 
it's Origin; yet, ſince it is explained at large in the other Books, 

| we 


1 
& Abel offered; Noah ſacrificed; Abraham 
and his Cotemporaries did ſo ; Fob practiced 
it; it was uſed by Balaam ; it was practiced 
% for Thankſgiving ; for binding Covenants ; 
* at the ſame time it is obvious, that naturally 
“it had no Tendency to either of theſe Ends; 
* and, as it was univerſal, muſt needs owe it's 
«« Beginning to an Inſtitution that was authora- 
tc tative over all.“ 


It now remaineth to prove our third Propo- 
ſition, that Sacrifice was a Prefiguration of 
Chriſt, and fo underſtood by the Patriarchs, 
who therefore, and the eus under the Moſaic 
Diſpenſation, were true Believers. 

The Baniſhment of Cain cauſed a ſort of 
Interregnum or Suſpenſion of the Line of the 
Meſffah, nay, in ſome ſort even of Hope, if 
not alſo of Church Services. All which Things 
took Place again in Enos the Firſt-born of 
Seth: With him revived the Line, Hopes and 
Expectations of the Męſiabh; then began Men 
to call upon the Name of the Lord. The Ge- 
neology of Chriſt is carried on to Noah, with 
whom and the other Patriarchs was renewed 

the 


we have all the Reaſon in the World to conclude it to be of divine 
Inſtitution. The four firſt Chapters of Gengſis are remarkably con- 
ciſe, but wonderfully comprehenſive : They are the Marrow and 
an Epitomy of the whole Bible, and their Beauty cannot be dif- 
cerned without great Attention and nice Obſervation ; in ſhort, 
without comparing every Word and Sentence therein with other 
| — of Scripture, and conſidering theſe as a Comment upon 
em. | 


(17) 

the ſame Covenant of Mercy which had been 
revealed to Adam. The Apoſtle to the Gala- 
= tians fays$$, God preached before the Goſpel 
unto Abraham ; he believed God; Righteouſ- 
neſs was imputed to him, and in his Seed were 
| all the Nations of the Earth to be bleſſed: In 
| a Word, all the Patriarchs from Adam to Jo- 
| feph, who taught Pharoah's Senators Wiſdom, 
| kept their Eye upon the Covenant of Mercy, 
_ embraced it, offered Sacrifice at ſtated Times, 

and were acquainted with it's Deſign. 
f But this ſeems to be doubted, nay to all Ap- 
| pearance is called in Queſtion even the Inten- 
5 tion of Sacrifice as well as the Perſpicuity of it's 
Meaning *; but on what Authority, from 
Scripture or Reaſon, does not appear. Is any 
ſuch Thing ſo much as hinted at in the O 
Teſtament? or by Chriſt and his Apoſtles? Chriſt 
fays, the Law propheſied until John : St. 
Paul, - that Chriſt is the End of the Law 
for Righteouſneſs 4 — that the Law is ſpiritual, 
having a Shadow of good Things to come. Our 
Schoolmaſter to bring us unto Chriſt || ; which 
it could never have done unleſs it inſtructed 
them in the Knowledge of Chriſt; but this it 
certainly did in a moſt evident and determinate 
Manner : For even common Senle tells us, that 
, | explaining Things by Repreſentations, Types, 
| d and Figures, is the m_— intelligible Method 2 
the 
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TW 
the World, and levelled to all Capacities : *Tis 
a Method of Inſtruction, much leſs liable to 
Miſtake than that of Words; which, as they 
are ſubſtituted for Things, and bear no Like- 
neſs of the Things ſpoken of, often occaſion 
Confuſion ; for Words never convey a deter- 
minate Senſe, or Idea, unleſs they bring to 
the Mind, or excite in us thoſe Impreſſions, 
which external Objects make on our Senſes, 
A Writer may lay out the moſt fanciful De- 
ſcription of a Walk, or Landſkip, that Words 
or Imagination can form, but the Reader or 
Hearer will have no Conception of it, nor ever 
remember it, unleſs he ſees what is ſo deſerib'd g 
or can liken it to ſome other he has ſeen: If a 
Preceptor alſo teaches any Art or Science by 
technical Terms, or mere Words, how can 
his Pupil be blameable for not underſtanding 
him? The Dulneſs is not in the Scholar, but 
the Maſter, for not laying aſide mere Words 
and giving him Ideas, by drawing Schemes, 
Figures, and Diagrams: Theſe his Senſes can 
take in, and his Mind can judge of. 

As Adam had no other Medium, at leaſt 
that we can conceive,. by which he could get 


Ideas, than we have, namely, Senſation, it 


was neceflary that he ſhould be taught inviſible 
Things by viſible. This was the Method, call 
it Hieroglyphical, Typical, or what you will, 
which God took to inform Mankind of his 
Nature and Attributes, his Will and the 
Things of another World : He taught them 

iprritual 


"(w} 
ſpiritual Things and Actions by natural Repre- 


| ſentations: This was bringing Things down 


to Senſe, and fixing their Meaning, by pre- 
ſenting them before their Eyes; fo that Sacri- 
fice, by being daily offered, was a ſtanding 


 Memento of a Redeemer —— a moſt inſtruc- 
tive Picture of the Sufferings and Benefits of a 
Meſſiah, drawn more to the Life than Words 


could have repreſented, with greater Expreſ- 
ſion and more affecting Solemnity than the 
molt pathetic Language could have deſcribed ; 
Indeed, the whole Series of Types under the 
Patriarchal, as well as Moſaic Diſpenſations, 
were material Actions and Things contriv'd to 
convey ſpiritual Ideas, like Baptiſm and the 
Lord's Supper with us 
an inward and ſpiritual Grace: In like Man- 
ner too with them, as with us, the Signs and 
the Thing ſignify'd bore the ſame Name. 
Now why ſhould we think they did not un- 
derſtand their Types as well as we do our Me- 
morial ? As God's Rejection of Cain is abſolute 
Proof, either that he brought an Offering in- 


complete in Kind and Sort, or at leait that he 


preſented it unworthily, as Communicants re- 
ceive the Sacrament to their own Condemna- 


tion, by not conſidering the Lord's Body; ſo 


is the Reſpect had to Abel, that his Offering 
was complete and preſented with a right View; 


the Apoſtle ſays, by Faith, Abel offered unto 
God a more excellent Sacrifice than Cain, by 


which he obtained Witneſs that he was r/gh- 
| OO feous, 


outward Signs of 
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teous, God teſtifying of his Gifts. Tis faid 


of Noah alſo that he * builded an Altar unto 
Jebova, and took of every clean Beaſt, and of 


every clean Fowl, and offered Burnt-offerings on 
the Altar. And Fehova ſmelled a ſweet Sa- 
vour. The ſame might be obſerv'd of the reſt 
of the Patriarchs : and doubtleſs many others 
had the ſame Thoughts of Sacrifice : for there 
is no Reaſon to conclude, that thoſe few 


mentioned by Moſes were all who thus believ'd, 


and were therefore acceptible to God. For 
ſuppoſe in a Hiſtory of our own Church only 
a few ſelect Perſons ſhould be recorded, who 
had right Apprehenſions of the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper — were eminent for their 
Belief in Feſtus Chriſt and another Life; Wou'd 
it be a fair Deduction for Poſterity to make, 

that only thoſe few had ſuch a Judgment of 
Things, and that all the reſt of the Nation were 
Infdels and altogether ignorant of the firſt 
Principles of Religion? Indeed, the Bulk of 


Mankind have in all Ages been unwiſe, and 


unattentive to the Things of another World. 
Againſt this it may be urg'd, that tis Mat- 
ter ol Fact that the Jeros were groſly unatten- 


tive to the ſpiritual Meaning of their Ceremo-— 


nies ; For that God, by his Prophets, often 
complains of their Perverfacts and Blindneſs 
herein, remarkably by the Prophet /i —- 
He that * ſacrificeth a Lamb doth it as if he cut 


| off « a Dog” s Neck ; he that Meret an Oblation, 


as 
Gen. vill. 20.21, 


(21) 
as if he offer'd Swine's Blood he that burn- 
eth Incenſe, as if he bleſſed an Idol. Chriſt too 
and his Apoſtles often charge them with Unbe- 
hef. But what does this prove? Not ſurely 
that their Ignorance was owing to any Defi- 
ciency or Obſcurity in God's revealed Will; 
becauſe then how cou'd they be blameable, 
much leſs puniſhable? Nor does this prove that 
the Patriarchs were Heathens, becauſe moſt of 
their Sons were ſo: Bad Men were in every 


Age, and the later Jews might in general very 


poſſibly pervert and loſe Sight of the Intention 
of their Law, as we ſee ſome Chriſtians can 
of the Goſpel; but that the firſt receiv'd it 
with no better Mind and Judgment, or that 
all were Unbelievers becauſe many were, is 
no juſt Concluſion, As a Nation, indeed, 

the Jews were always a ſtiff-neck'd People and 
continued fo, till, for a general Corruption in 
Principles and Actions, God carried them into 
a State of Captivity, wherein they overtook, 

if not even out-ſtriped the Heathens in Igno- 
rance and Wickedneſs. Ferufolem, ſays God, 

* hath changed my Judgments into Wicked- 
neſs more than the Nations, and my Statutes 
more than the Countries that are round about 
her ea they have choſen 7herr own Mays, 
and their Soul delighteth in their Momina- 
tions- ſ. Their frequent Puniſhment for Unbe- 
lief under all God's Inſtructions is ſet forth by 
St. Paul as an Example, warning us not to 


Pr O 


* Ezekiel, v. 6. + Tha. v. 6. 
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(22) 
provoke nor tempt Chriſt, as they alſo tempted: 
*I wou'd not, ſays he, Brethren, that ye 

ſhou'd be ignorant how that all our Fathers 
were under a Cloud, and all paſſed through the 
Sea; an were all baptiz'd unto Moſes in the 
Cloud, and in the Sea ; and did all eat the ſame 
| ſpiritual Meat ; and did all drink the ſame ſpiri- 

| tual Drink: : for they drank of that ſpiritual Rock 

ö that followed them: And that Rock was Chriſt. 

| But with many of them God was not well pleaſed : 
| 


For they were overthrown in the Wilderneſs. 
On another Occaſion, he ſays, I the Goſpel 
| was preached to them : but the Word did not 
| profit them, not being mix d with Faith in them 
E | that heard it: + And that they enter'd not into 


N — — > a. 
- — — — 


the Reſt of God becauſe of Unbelief. & Now 

all theſe Things happen d unto them for Enſam- 

ples : and they are written for our Admonition 

upon whom the Ends of the World are come: 

Let us labour therefore to enter that Reſt, leaſt 

any Man fall after the ſame Example of Unbelicf. 
No theſe Inſtances are as much a Proof, 

that they enjoy'd all Means of Inſtruction and 

Grace, and that many made a proper Improve- 

ment under them, as that ſome did not and 

were therefore puniſhable for their Unbelief : 

'Tis true, with many of them God was not | 

well pleaſed ; but tis no leſs true alſo that with | 


ſome of m God was well * who did 
therefore 


* 1 Cor. x. 1. + Heb. iv. 2. t Ver. 6. 15 1. 
Hcb iv. 11. 


(23) 
therefore enter into his Reſt. Moreover, be- 
ſides many ſingle Inſtances of Believers, do we 
not read of ſeven thouſand at once that had not 
bowed the Knee to Baal? And even after the 
Return from their Captivity there are recorded 
in the Goſpels many Individuals, who looked 
for a ſpiritual Redemption in ¶Mrael. The 
Woman of Samaria is a remarkable Inſtance, 
who faid, — I know that Meſjiahs cometh, 
which is called Chrift : When he 1s come, he will 
tell us all Things: And many even of the Sa- 
maritans alſo, when they heard Chriſt, ſaid, 

Now we believe and hnow that this is indeed 
the Chriſt, the Saviour of the World. But good 
old Simeon was a burning and ſhining Light, 
who, when he ſaw the Defire of all Nations 
with his bodily Eyes, whom he had long ſeen 
with the Eye # Faith, was fatisfy'd and even 
willing to live no longer — Lord, now letteſt 
thou thy Servant depart in Peace; ; for mine 
Eyes have ſeen thy Salvation. Thus then we 
have alſo on our Side Matter of Fa& for the 
Support of our Third r 


That the Ritual of the Old Teſtament pre- 
figur'd Chriſt ; and that the Patriarchs, and 
many of the ers even in the moſt corrupt 
Times, underſtood this to be the Intention of 
their Types and Ceremonies ; who were there- 
fore true Believers. | 


To 


* John iv. 25: 
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. 
To conclude: I hope theſe few Out- lines 
afford ſufficient Proof and Conviction that God 


reveal'd himſelf clearly and amply to his firſt 


People : The Patriarchal Diſpenſation, we ſee, 
was, for Sum and Subſtance, the ſame with 
the Moſaic; and therefore the Intention of 
both was the ſame. Chriſt, at his Appear- 
ance, declar'd, That he came not to de/tro 

the Law and the Prophets, but to full; to 
realize the Types and accompliſh the Prophe- 
cies. Let us therefore reject whatever is ad- 
vanc'd * contrary to ſound Doctrine, and con- 
tinue in the Things which we have learned and 


have been aſſured of from + the Scriptures; 
which are able to make us wiſe unto Salvation, 


thro' Faith, which is in Chriſt Jeſus. All 
Scripture is given by Inſpiration of God, and 
is profitable for Doctrine, for Reproof, for 
Correction, for Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs : 
That the Man of God may be perfect, tho- 
roughly furniſh'd unto every good Work, 


ti. 10. 1 Tim. iv. 5. 7. 
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By Faith Abel offered unto God a more 
excellent Sacrifice than Cain. 


05 EsS plainly and poſitively ex- 
Fe 14 prefies a Difference between the 
Offerings of the two Brothers, and 
| ſpecifies their Nature and Sort: 
The Apoſtle as plainly and poſi- 
tively declares the Mind and View with which 
they brought their Offerings that it was 
Faith, which ſtamped the . on Abel's 


Sacrifice, and that Cain's Offering was rejected 
by God, becauſe it wanted this Recommen- 
dation: This Matter of Fact, declared in the 


Text in poſitive and expreſs Words, we will 


proceed to conſider in the following Manner, 


by endeavouring to prove; 


Firh, That by Faith here is meant more than 
a Belief of the Exiſtence of God, or his Crea- 
tion of the World. 

Secondly, and poſitively, That by 3 it is meant 
a Belief in Chriſt. After which we will con- 


clude with ſome Obſervations and Reflections, 
E that 
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(26) 
( that will naturally ariſe from the Proof of the 
| Premiſes. | 


Firſt then : That by Faith is meant more 
than barely the believing the Exiſtence of God, 
or his Creation of the World, will be evident 
from the Conſideration of-one Circumſtance— 
that of Cain's Offering. 
In the 4th Chapter of Geneſis it is written, 
Cain brought of the Fruit hf the Ground an Of- 
fering unto JEHOVAH, the incommunicable and 
diſtinguiſhing Name of the true God, the God 
of Iſrael, No Language could, in more ex- 
plicit Terms, deſcribe a Perſon to be under a 
full Conviction of the Exiſtence of a firſt inde- 
3 pendent Cauſe, the Creator of all Things, and 
acknowledging him to be the Governor of the 
World, than this Verſe does Cain; who 1s 
here, as well as in my Text, repreſented, as 
entertaining a ſettled Perſuaſion of the Exiſ- 
tence of a God, and making open Declaration 
of his Providence. He appears with his Bro- 
ther at a fixed, and, we may ſuppoſe, public 
Place of Worſhip; ; at an uſual, appointed Time 
— the End of Days; brings his Offering, as a 
Tender due to the Lord of the Univerſe, there- 
by acknowledging his Superintendency, and full 
Right to the Service of his Creatures. Hence 
"tis moſt evident, that Cain was not the leaſt 
tinctured with Atheiſm.“ A Charge of deny- 
ing 


* Neither does the Text vie the leaſt Intimation, that Cain 
came with an envious and hypocritical grants, har bouring VICIOUS 


Lufts 
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a 
ing a God, he would doubtleſs have looked 
upon as a moſt groſs Affront to his Underſtand- 


ing, and, an Attempt to perſuade him out of 


his Opinion, Aſſurance, and Demonſtration 
of the Exiſtence of God — that he created all 
Things, is to be worſhipped and adored, as 

E 2 an 


Luſfts, and projecting malicious Deſigns, Exam. p.143. Indeed, 
how ſhould he? What could poſſibly raiſe theſe turbulent Paſſions 
in Cain's Breaſt, who was the elder Brother, and of courſe Heir 
to the greater Portion? Abe/ might indeed have envied Cain, and 
projected malicious Defigns ; but theſe Effects could not be pro- 
duced in Cain, on whole Side there was no natural Cauſe : Still 
it may be true, that the different Treatment which the two Brothers 
received from God, flowed (primarily) from the different Nature 
of the Men; yet ſecondarily too, of the Offerings: For theſe 
appear to be the different Actions of which their different Natures, 
Thoughts, and Views were productive. Men may, before God, 
who ſees into the Heart, and diſcerns the very Spring of our 
Actions, be guilty of mental, as well as actual Ill; and this 
doubtleſs was Cain's Caſe: But as thus far, and in the then 
Circumſtances of Things, there appears not any Temptation that 
could induce him to violate any ſocial Duty, ſo much as even in 
Thought, nor is there the leaſt Intimation that he did, we are 
led by the Hiſtory to make no other Concluſion, than that he 
finned againſt God only, and that by an Offering preſented cer- 


tainly without Faith, and pretty evidently incomplete and im- 


proper: Abel brought of the Firſtlings of his Flock, and of the 
Fat ; which Cain avoiding to do, thereby carried his Rebellion 
againſt God into Overt-A#, not being content to be indifferent 
and unattentive in Thought to God's Method of ſaving fallen 
Man by a Surety, of remitting Sin by ſhedding of Blood. St. 


Jude ranks Cain with ungodly Men, who turn the Grace of 


God into Laſciviouſneſs, and deny the only Lord God, and our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. St. John allo fays, Cain flew his Brother, 
becauſe his own Works were evil. What could thoſe Works 
be? None are intimated preceding the Murder of his Brother, 
except his Offering, which hence, tis very plain, was im- 
proper and evil. This appears to be the Senſe of the Words, 
and is countenanced by the whole Tenor of Scripture, and not 


that put upon them by the Examiner, (p. 143, 144) in a Para- 


phraſe of ſtrange Latitude, and unſupported by the Context, or 
eyen one Paſſage of Scripture. 
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(23) 

an Inſult upon common Senſe and Reaſon, 
What Deiſt pretends to more Regularity of 
Conduct, to greater Exactneſs of Sentiment, or 
Soundneſs of Principle, than appears hitherto 
in the Character of Cain? Yet the Scriptures 
expreſſly teach us, that Cain, and his Offering, 
were rejected by God; and that he was with- 
out Faith. The Deduction therefore, that by 
Faith is meant more than a Belief of the Ex- 
iſtence of God, or his Creation of the World, 
is clear and concluſive. | 

Proceed we then to the Proof of our 2d 
Propofition—That by Faith is principally meant 
a Belief in Chriſt, and the Promiſes of God 1 in 
Him, 
Now this is ſupported by direct Proof, the 
expreſs Word, and the whole Tenor of Scripture. 

The Apoſtle begins the Chapter, whence I 
have choſen my Text, with this general Defi- 
nition of Faith, That tis the Subſtance of 
Things hoped for, the Evidence of Things not 
ſeen. By which we are taught, that divine 
Faith is an Aſſent of the Mind to Propofitions 
or Matters of Fact not ſeen, therefore not 
knowable but by the Relation and Teſtimony 
of God : Hence it implies, in its very Nature, 
a preceding Revelation of ſomething tranſacted 
already, or a Promiſe of ſomething yet in Fu- 
turity ; which Faith, in Proportion as that, 
which is related or promiſed, convinces the 
Underſtanding, becomes a Bafis and Founda- 
tion of Things hoped for, as well as the Evi- 

dence 


a 


* 


%Y WW 


ta) 
dence of the Truth and Certainty of Things 
not ſeen. 

In the 7th Verſe, Noat's Attention to the 
Warning of God of Things not ſeen as yet, 
and his Preparation of the Ark, are ſaid to 
itle him to become Heir to the Righteouſ- 
neſs which 1s by Faith. Now who, that be- 
lieves the Bible, can entertain the leaſt Doubt, 
whether by being Heir to the Righteouſneſs 
which is by Faith, is ſignified the Promiſe which 
was made to Noah, that Chriſt ſhould deſcend 
from his Loins, by Virtue of whoſe perfect 
Righteouſneſs, apprehended by Faith, he and 
all Men are counted righteous. before God? 
St, Paul,* in his Epiſtles to the Romans and 
Hebrews, interprets the Promiſe made unto 
Abraham, — That he ſhould be the Heir of the 
World in this Senſe. The Righteouſnels alſo 
we obtain by Faith in Chriſt is called, the 
 o Righteouſneſs of God — the Righteouſn 7 of 

Faith. -—— || Chrift is called, he Lord our 
Righteouſneſs, who of God is made unto us 
Wiſdom and e and Sanctiſication, 
and Redemption. | 

Again: 

In the 26th Verſe, Moſes 1s ſaid expreſſly to 
have kept his Eye upon Chriſt, and the Re- 
ward promiſed by him, when by Faith he re- 
fuſed to be called the Son of Pharoah's Daugh- 
ter; chooſing rather to ſuffer Affliction with 

the 


* iv. 13. Heb: vi. 17. 1 1. 1% „ „ 
Jer. xxiii. 6, 118 30. | | 


D 


A 39) 

the People of God, than to enjoy the Pleaſures 
of Sin for a Seaſon — forſook Agypt, and 
kept the Paſſover, effeeming the Reproach of 
Chriſt greater Riches than the J. reaſures in 
Ægypt: for he had Reſpecs (he look'd) unto 
the Recompence of the Reward. This Teſti- 
mony concerning Moſes's Faith is ſo explicit, 

that it leaves no poſſible Room for Quibble ; 
the Object of which is here expreſlly deter- 
mined to be Chriſt. Since then Faith in this 
Inſtance is explained to be a Reſpe& unto 
Chriſt, we are ſupported by the Uſe and Ana- 
logy of Language, as well as all the Rules of 
Interpretation, to ſay, it has the fame Meaning 
in every Inſtance of this Chapter, unleſs the 
Writer had given us Notice of his uſing the 
ſame Term in a new Senſe; but this he is fo 
far from doing, that, without ſignifying any 
Exception or Difference he declares — * Theſe 
all died in the Faith; and—— + Theſe all hav- 
ing obtained a good || W through Faith, 


re- 


3 Ver. + 39. Ver. 

| *Tis = 9 that the Greet Word here A 
obtained a good Report, is the ſame as is rendered above, ver. 4. ob. 
tained Witneſs, This latter ſeems to be the better Tranſlation, 
becauſe the Term Report may be apt to lead the Eng liſb Reader 
to imagine, that nothing more is meant by it than that they ob- 
tained, as we generally underſtand by it, a good Character among 
Men; whereas the Original ſignifies, that they by Faith received 
Teſtimony, or obtained Witneis of God, as Abel did, that they 
were righteous. The Apoſtle ſays, Ged teſlified of Abel's Gifts, 
whether by Fire, Voice, or what peculiar Sign, is not at all neceſ- 
ſary to be determined ; neither does the Want of it's Determina- 
tion deſtroy the Certainty that God did, by ſome known Sign. 
ſignify his Rejection of Cain's and his Approbation of Abel's 
Ott-ring. Had Dr. Midaleton attended to this, he might have 
ſpared his Sneer in p. 144, 145, 146. 


| ( 38) - 

received not the Promiſe, 7z. e. did not live to 
ſee the promis'd Seed, who was the Defire 0 

all Nations, actually come in the Fleſh : Theſe 
were doubtleſs ſome of thoſe many + Prophets, 
Kings and Righteous Men, who our Lord 
told his Diſciples, defired to ſee thoſe Things 
which they ſaw, and had not ſeen them. We 


have alſo poſitive Proof, that by Faith is meant 


believing in Chriſt, in the 1ſt and 2d Verſe 
of the twelfth Chapter, wherein the Apoſtle 
refers to the preceding Liſt of Worthies, and 
exhorts the Hebrews to imitate the Example of 
their Faith and Practice: Wherefore, ſays he, 
ſeeing we are compaſſed about with ſo great 
a Cloud of Witneſſes, let us lay aſide every 
Weight, and the Sin that doth ſo eaſily beſet 
us, and let us run with Patience the Race ſet 
before us, looking unto Feſus the Author and 
Finiſber of the Faith, By Cloud, is meant a 
large Number or Multitude, The Words then 
may be thus paraphraſed : We have taken a 
View of the Church from the firſt to the laſt, 
and behold in every Point of Time many Be- 
lievers, who incircle us ($2410) and una- 
nimouſly teſtify their Faith in the promiſed 
Redeemer, and thereby as it were, encourage 


us to throw off every Incumbrance, and with 


Manly Reſolution to run the Chriſtian Race, 
always keeping our Eye upon Chriſt, the Pre- 
ſident, 


\ 
t Mat. xiii. 17. Luke x. 24. 
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ſident, «g»y&-|| or ſupreme Leader and 7ea«wrns, 
him who ſits as Umpire, adjudging the Prize to 
the Conquerors. Hence we are taught, that 
Chriſt is the Director and Finiſher of Faith, in 
him it begins and ends, who 1s therefore on 
another Occaſion ſtiled the Alpha and Omega, 
and proclaimed ſo by the whole Tenor of Scrip- 
ture, which is another very material Support 
of our Interpretation. 

The Object of Faith is the Word of God 
in general, and the great Point the whole Scrip- 
ture has in View, is to ſet forth the Mercy of 
God in Chriſt jeſus: This is frequently ex- 
preſſed by the Term Faith, oftentimes ſtand- 
ing alone, and ſometimes joined with Chriſt: 
Thus we read a Company of the Prieſts 
were obedient to the Faith*--- ſeeking to turn 
away the Deputy from the Faith + --- exhort- 
ing them to continue in the Faith | --- Stephen 
a Man full of Faith --- Falix heard Paul con- 
cerning the Faith in Chrift**---and, Faith to- 
ward our Lord Feſuis Chriſt. ] This is the Word 
of Faith which we. preach, that if thou ſhalt con- 
feſs with thy Mouth the Lord Jeſus, and ſhalt 
believe in thine Heart, that God hath raiſed him 
from theDead, thou ſhalt be ſaved(. Theſe Proofs 


are ſufficient to 1 us to conclude, that 


by 


[| Chriſt is Rited deny e? in three other Places of the New 
Teſtament, AF. Ri. 15, v. 317. i 10. In the Ori- 
ginal 'tis T1H5TiFews only: The Tranſlators have inſerted our, 
which is a Blemiſh, as indeed are moſt of their Inſertions. 

. 7. ＋ xi. 8. . . . . 

24. | xx. 21: 55 Rom. x. 8, 9. 


| (33 
by the Paith ---- of Abel -- the Elders---- the 


4 — and all the holy Prophets, is ſignified, 


that they had Reſpect unto Chriſt, and, the 


Reward offered by him of eternal Life: And 
our great and wiſe Reformers teach ſound and 
glorious Divinity when they tell us, © All theſe 
« Fathers, Martyrs, and other holy Men, had 
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cc 


Chriſt, as we now do, 
between them and us, 
when Chriſt ſhould come, and we be in the 
Time when he is come. 
St. Auguſtine, 
changed, but not the Faith. 2 5 

The Doctrines and Obſervations I ſhall de- 


their Faith ſurely fixed in God, when all the 
World was againſt them. 
only know God to be the Lord, Maker and 
Governor of the World ; but alfo they had 
a ſpecial Confidence and Truſt, 
and would be their God, their Comforter, 
per, eee. and Defender: 
This 1 is the Chriſtian Faith, which theſe holy 
Men had, and we ought alſo to have. 
altho' they were not named Chriſtian Men, 
yet was it a Chriſtian Faith that they had; 
for they looked for all Benefits of God the 
, thro' the Merits of his Son Jeſus 
This Difference is 
that they looked 


y did not 


that he was 


And 


Wherefore, faith 
the Time is altered and 


duce from the Proof of the two preceding Pro- 
poſitions, and confirm by the expreſs Autho- 


rity of Scripture, are theſe three ; 


iſt, 
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(34) 

Iſt, That Chriſt was promiſed, believed in, 
preached and prophecied| of from the Fall to 
Moſes. 

2d, That Chriſt and his Apoſtles appeal to 
fuch Teſtimony, in Proof and Support of 
Chriſtianity. 
2d, That the true Religion, inſtituted by 
God, has been one and the ſame from the Fall 
of Adam, ſubſiſting ever upon the ſame Prin- 
ciples of Faith“. 


To em our firſt Obſervation, little more 
need be done, than reminding you of what has 
been already laid down relating to this Point. 

The Apoſtle in this Chapter takes a View of 
the Elders from Abel to Abraham, and aſſerts 
expreſsly, Theſe all died in Faith; proceeds on 
to Joſeph, the laſt of the Patriarchs, who, he 
alſo proves, died in Faith, 7, e. in the Faith 
of Chriſt, as has been evinced by many con- 
eluſive Proofs : From what has likewiſe been 
obſerved, on the Apoſtle's Definition of Faith 

tis evident, that it depends on ſome external 
Information or Promiſe for it's very Being and 
Support; becauſe what comes under the Cog- 
nizance of our own Senſes, we are ſaid to 
know, not to believe : Information of this 
fort is properly Experience not Faith, any more 
than Hope that is ſeen is Hope; for what a 
Man ſeeth, he no longer hopeth for nor be- 
heveth in: Faith then terminates in Viſion, and 
5 i Hope 

* Page 75, Biſhop of London's Diſc. 
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Hope in Poſſeſſion. Neither again can the 


Deductions from bare Reaſon, without any 
revealed Data, be properly called Faith, Evi- 
dence and Certainty, but mere Hypotheſis or 


Opinion. We may infallibly conclude then, 


from the Meaning and Uſe of Language, that 
as human Faith owes it's Foundation to human 
Teſtimony; ſo divine Faith muſt to a pre- 
ceding Revelation and Promiſe immediately 


from God, or mediately by Prophets in- 
ſpired. Now we have expreſs Evidence, 


that Prophets ſubfiſted in the Patriarchal Age; 
their Names are particularly ſpecified, as-- Abel 
by Chriſt * —— Enoch by St. Jude Noah 
was a Preacher of that Righteouſneſs, of which 
he became Heir by Faith. The Pſalmiſt, 
ſpeaking of the State of the Patriarchs from 
Abraham to Moſes, calls them Prophets - Touch 


not mine Anointed, and do my Prophets no 


Harm. t. The Commiſſion and Bufineſs of 
Prophets was to foretel Events, and explain 
God's Word and Inſtitutions; and that the 
Redemption of Mankind by Jeſus Chriſt was 
one great, if not the chief Subject of their 
Diſcourſe and Prophecy, the above Inſtances 
are abſolute Proofs, Laſtly, a Promiſe is to 


all Intents and Purpoſes a Prophecy, which is 


2 of an Event yet in Futurity. From 
he Foundation then of Faith and the Nature 
of a Promiſe, we may beyond all Contradiction 

V infer, 


® Luke xi. 50. Þ+ 2 Pet. ü. 5. Þ Pf. cv. 15. 
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infer, that Chriſt was promiſed, becauſe be- 
lieved i in, and prophecied of, becauſe promiſed. 
But what is more, this Reaſoning 3 is confirmed 
by the expreſs Authority of Scripture: Chriſt 
18 tile the Promiſe made unto the Fathers 
our Fathers] ſpoken of by the Mouth of his 
holy Prophets, which have been ſince the World 
re wig the Mouth of al{his Prophets, which 
ſhewed before of the coming of the t One. 
The Prophets have enquired, and ſearched dil:- 
gently, who prophecied of the Grace that ſhould 
come ; ſearching what or what manner of Time 
theSpirit of Chriſt, which was in them, did fignify 
when it teſtified beforehand the Sufferings of 

| Chriſt, and the Glory that ſhould folloꝛv t. Our firſt 
Obſervation then ſtands upon direct and poſi- 
tive Proof, a Foundation that is not to be ſhaken 
by the unbecoming Harangue and trifling Sal- 
lies of $ fanciful Conceits, imaginary Scheme, 
romantic Syſtem, Clouds, Myftert es, airy Caſtles, 
vain and impertinent Fancy; eſpecially as we 
ſhall proceed to ſhew, that it is ſupported by 
the Appeal of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 

St. Luke, for Evidence that Jeſus was the Son 
of God, and the true Meſſiah promiſed to the 
World, carries his Geneology thro! all Ages, 
and places Adam at the Head of the Liſt of 
thoſe to whom it was promiſed, that he ſhould 
deſcend from them : By-the-by, is not this 
2 5 to poſitive Proof, chat Chriſt was the Seed 


pro- 
| Acts 75 xxvi. 
* Luke xvii. 50. ad v vii. 52. L 1 Pet. i. 10. 
$ Exam. Title- page P-5- 23, 24+ 97, 98. 


(37) -_ 
promiſed to Adam? St. Paul, in his Epiſtle to 
the Romans, refers to Adam as a Type of Chrift, 
calling him the Figure of bim who is to come f, 
to prove, that as Sin and Death entered ani ver- 

ſally into the World by one Man, Adam; fo 

Righteouſneſs and Life is reſtored univerſally,by 
one Man, Jeſus Chriſt. Our Saviour teſtifies, 
that Abel was a Prophet and r:ghteous*; my 
Text ſpecifies, that he was ſo by Faith. St. 
Jude appeals to Enoch, that he n of 
Chriſt's coming to Judgment, ſaying, Behold, 
the Lord N with Ten Thouſands of his 
Saints to execute Judgment upon all. St. Peter- 
teſtifies that Chriſt, by the Spirit, preached to 
the antediluvian World, who, ſays he, becauſe 
they obeyed not, are now Spirits in Priſon, the 
State of thoſe who are under Condemnation. 
The ſame Apoſtle refers to the ſaving of Noah 
and his Family by Water, as a Type of our 
Baptiſm, which he calls the AntitypeF. Jeſus, 
to induce the Fews to believe in him, propoſed 
to them the Example of their boaſted Pro- 

genitor: Your Father Abraham, ſays he, re- 
foiced to ſee my Day, and he Jaw it, and was 
glad. The Paſſover was an Inſtitution ſub- 
ſiſting before the Law, and that it was pre- 
figurative of Chriſt's Sufferings, is warranted 

by the expreſs Authority of St. Paul, who fays, 


Chrift our Paſſover is ſacrificed for usF. Jeſus 
* his Life-time was acknowledged to be the 


Paſchal 


1 Rom. v. 14. * Iokex. 50. 41 | Pet. ii. 19. 
Þ 1 Pet. iii. 21. 31 
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(38) 
Paſchal Lamb: Behold, ſays the Baptiſt, the 
Lamb of God, that taketh away the Sin of the 
World|. By St, Peter he is called a Lamb 
without Blemiſh, and without Spot 4; and 
by St. Jobn, the Lamb flain ||]. Every Cir- 


cumſtance relating to the Paſſover i is worthy 


our moſt ſerious and diligent Attention, The 
Lamb was to be perfect, and the killing of it was 
previouſly neceſſary to the {/raelztes being de- 
livered from Captivity — was offered in the 
firſt Month of the Year, at Even - not a Bone 
of it was to be broken, nor aught of it left 
until the Morning --- the Virtue of it's Blood 
turned away the Wrath of the deſtroying An- 
gel, and the Want of it expoſed the Ægyptians 
(the Enemies of God) to Deſtruction, Let 
any one but view the Moſaic Account of the 
Paſſover, with the Evangelical of the Charac- 
ter, and Sufferings of Chriſt, and let him 


doube if he can, whether the one be a Pre- 


diction, and the other the correſponding Event. 
It was indeed the moſt inſtructive Image in the 
Fewſh Church; a moſt comprehenſive Pro- 
phecy in Things, which ſtrike upon Men s Eyes 
with greater Power, than Words do upon the 
Ears. In this Feaſt there was not any Circum- 
ſtance ſo minute, ſo ſeemingly indifferent, but 
what the Completion has ſhewn to be expreſſive, 
Once more : 

St. Paul, in our Chapter, appeals to the Hiſ- 


tory of the Elders for Evidence, that they had 
Faith, 


John L 29. 11 i Pet. i. 19. || Rev. v. 6. 8. 


1 
Faith, and for Proof of it's Neceſſity to our 
Juſtification, Without Faith, ſays he, tis impoſ- 
fible to pleaſe God; for he that cometh to God 
muſt believe that he is, and that he is the Re- 
warder of them that diligently ſeek him. Now, 
tis certain, as we have obſerved already, that 
the only Foundation of Faith is the Revelation 
and Promiſe of God; for Faith cometh 
Hearing, and Hearing by the Word of God &. 
The preceding Inſtances are all expreſs Ap- 
peals of our Saviour and his Apoſtles to many 
Teſtimonies predictive of a Meſſiab, before the 
Delivery of the Law. The Aſſertion therefore 
that Chriſt and his Apoſtles never looked 


for nor appealed to Prophecies higher than to 


the Law+,” is worſe than a Quibble : For if 
it's Intention was to inſinuate, that. Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles never refer to any Evidence that a 
Redeemer was promiſed, expected, and ſpoken 
of, before the Flood and the Law, 'tis mani- 
feſtly falſe ; and unleſs this was the Parpoſe 
of it, 'tis wholly tri ing, and of no Service to 
his avowed Argument. We affirm then, from 
expreſs Teſtimony, and that appealed to by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, with the eminent Pre- 
late on the Uſe and Intent of Prophecy 


«. Chriſt was the End of the Law, and of all 


ec the Promiſes made unto the Fathers: All 
& the Deliverances given by God to his Peo- 
ee Ple, were but Shadows, and as it were an 

8 KEar- 
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(49) N 
<« Farneſt of the great Deliverance he intended 
by his Son.“ 


We proceed now to prove the Solidity, 
Truth, and Propriety of the ſame eminent 
Prelate's Poſition — That the true Religion, 
inſtituted by God, has been one and the ſame 
from the Fall of Adam, ſubſiſting ever upon 
the ſame Principles of Faith. 

If God has given a Revelation of his Will 
and Purpoſes to Man, on which Principle this 
Poſition is built, then the true Religion muſt 
| have been the ſame in all Ages, becauſe inſti- 
tuted by him whoſe peculiar Character is 
Jam Jenovan, I change not. God's Method 
of ſaving Man muſt be one and the ſame ever, 
The Purpoſes of the Deity muſt be as un- 
changeable and uniform as his Nature. The 

Unity of true Religion therefore I am almoſt 
inclined to call a natural and ſelf-evidentTruth : 

However, if it is not the Dictate of natural 
Reaſon, it is of Scripture, which is much 
more to the Purpoſe. 
The Rejection of Cain for Want of Faith; 
the bringing the Flood upon the World of the 
Ungodly, who were diſobedient to Chriſt's 
preaching, in the Perſon of Noah; the Lord's 
having ſaved the People out of Egypt, and after- 
wards deſtroying them that believed not, who 
entered not into his Reſt, becauſe of Unbelief +; 


in ſhort, the carrying the Jews into Captivity 
= —— or 


* Jude, ver. 5. f Heb. iv. 6. 


„„ 
bor Apoſtacy, and their final Rejection for not 


receiving Chriſt when he came in Perſon, are 


eminent Inſtances what is the falſe Religion ; ; 
and the Acceptance of Abel, Enoch, Noah, 

Abraham, Moſes, the Prophets and Jews for 
their Paith, ſhews us what is the true Religion, 

and that it was one and the ſame from the Fall 
of Adam. Tis the conſtant Doctrine of the 
| New Teſtament, that Chriſt was flain--- the 
Works were finiſhed---the Kingdom was prepared 
from the Foundation of the World. We ſpeak 
the Wiſdom of God in a Miſtery, even the hid- 
den Wiſdom, which God ordained before the 
World unto our Glory,* "Tis teſtified, that the 
Faith was once delivered to the Saints ; that the 
Covenant confirmed before of God in Chriſt, 

the Law could not diſannul, add to, or make the 
Promiſe of none Effect; that Chriſt came not 


20 deſtroy the Law, which was their School- 


maſter to bring them unto him and the Prophets, 
but fo fulfill; that there is one Body and one 


Spirit, one Hope of our Calling, one Lord, one 


Faith, one Baptiſm, one God and Father of all, 

and one Mediator between God and Man; in 
ſhort, there is not one Doctrine inculcated with 
more Conſtancy in the Scriptures, and whoſe 


Truth ſtands forth more full to Obſervation, 


than that the Plan of Salvation was laid prior 
to the Production of our Syſtem, revealed upon 
the Fall, once univerſally known, and that the 
true Religion has been, and ſhall to the End 

G | con- 
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(42) — 
continue, one and the fame, ſubſiſting ever 
upon the fame Principles of Faith. Is it not 
now ſurprizing, that ſo ſound and evident a 
Propoſition ſhould be excepted againſt, much 
leſs be intituled, © Curious Refinement, vain 
„ Amuſement, fanatical Conceit, and en- 
cc thuſiaſtic Fancy!” * Had ſuch a Cenſure 
dropt from the Pen of a profeſſed Opponent of 
Revelation, we ſhould have been at no Loſs to 
determine it's View and Intent, namely, to 
inſinuate, that the Two Teſtaments contain 
two different Revelations and Methods of Sal- 
vation, and thereby to ſet them at Variance. 
However, to obviate any ſuch Inference, I 
mult beg leave to conclude this Head with aſ- 
ſerting, That the New Teſtament is no new 
Revelation, becauſe it contains not one new 
Doctrine, nor one new Precept, conſequently vl 
no new. Method of Salvation; for“ both in 
the Old and NewTeſtament, everlaſting Life 
* js offered to Mankind by Chriſt, who is the 
only Mediator between God and Man, be- 
« ing both God and Man.” And other Foun- 
dation can no Man lay than that is laid which 
7s Jeſus Chriſt; + neither is there Salvation in 
any other : For there is none other Name under 
Heaven given among Men, whereby we muſt be 
ſaved. I He gave himſelf a Ranſom for all, 5 
to bring us unto God; who hath ſaved us, and 
called us with an holy Calling, not accoraing to 
| our 
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our Works, but according to his own Purpoſe and 


Grace, which was given us in Chrift Jeſus be- 
fore the World began, but is now made manife 
by the appearing of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
who hath aboliſhed Death, and hath brought Life 
and Immortality to Light thro' the Goſpel; not 
firſt taught the Doctrine of the Reſurrection and 
a future State, which had been all along taught; 
but by his own Reſurrection from the Grave, 
he gave Demonſtration of his Conqueſt over 
Death, and of his actual Reſtoration of that 
Life, which *till then had been only promiſed 
to Mankind. What now remaineth, but that 
we neglect not ſo great Salvation, nor fall ſhort 
of it through Unbelief, truſting to Nature and 
our own Righteouſneſs, If God is to make 
us happy, it muſt be in his Way, not our own. 
Chriſt is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 
In him then let us ſincerely believe, after the 
Example of Abel, Moſes, and the Prophets, that 
like them alſo we may be holy and righteous 


before God : For as Unbelief, like a corrupt - 


Tree planted in a bad Soil, and removed from 
the benign Influences of the Sun, cannot but 
bring forth evil Fruit, or however can bring no 
Fruit to Perfection ;. ſo Faith, if it be made to 
ſpring from Conviction and Evidence, will be 
as regularly productive of good Works as a 
good Tree is of good Fruit. Twill as natu- 
rally be living and active as the Body, animated 
by the Spirit or Air, breathes and is in Motion, 

. G 2 The 
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The riſing of the Sun of Righteouſneſs upon 
us, with * in his Wings, will more power- 
fully change our Heart and Life, than. the 
riſing of the material Sun, at Spring, does the 
Face of Nature. He that abideth in me, fays 
Chriſt, the ſame bringeth forth much Fruit. x 
Theſe are the Effects of a genuine and ſound 
Faith. Ye therefore, Beloved, building up 
yourſelves on your moſt holy Faith, praying in 
the holy Ghoſt; keep yourſelves in the Love 
of God; gird up the Loins of your Mind; be 
ſober; and hope to the End for the Grace that 
is to be brought unto you, af the Revelation of 


Fe ſus , 


* John xv. 5. b 


JOHN 


JOHN 22. 205 


But theſe are written, that ye might 
believe that Feſus is the Chriſt, the 
Son of God; and that believing, ye 


might have Life through his Name. 


PONY HE New Teſtament is doubtleſs a 

X 5 faithful Hiſtory of the Life of 
17 a F Jeſus, his Birth, Life, Actions, 

* 7 7 Death, Reſurrection and Aſcen- 
ſion, their Conſequences and Be- 
nefits, becauſe written by Eye-witneſſes and 
inſpired Pen- men; who declare unto us 
Things not of Veſterday, or of their own Ima- 
gination, but that which was from the Begin- 
ning, which they heard, which they had ſeer 
with their Eyes, which they looked upon, and 
their Hands had handled of the Word of Life X. 
There is alſo another Circumſtance peculiar to 
the ſacred Pen- men, that muſt incline every 
candid Perſon to credit and embrace what they 
deliver even to a degree of Prejudice, which is 


that they all were n uniform in their 
Teſ- 
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Teſtimony under the ſevereſt Perſecutions, 
and at laſt ſealed it with their Blood : More- 
over, their Teſtimony is in ſome degree con- 


firmed by that of prophane Writers, who at- 


teſt the Exiſtence of Jeſus, and attribute to 


him the Power of working Miracles and Won 


ders. There is therefore not the leaſt room to 
call in Queſtion the. Veracity of the ſacred 


Writers, or the Ground of their own Convic- 
tion of the Reality of what they relate: We 


have all the Reaſon in the World to be aſſured 
they have not followed cunningly deviſed Fables, 
in making known unto us the Power and Com- 
ing of the Lord Teſus. 

But how does the recording the Life of Je- 
ſus aſcertain and prove him to be Chriſt, the 
Son of God? Suppoſe others ſhould make Pre- 
tenſions to the ſame Title, by what Criterion 
are we to diſtinguiſh and determine the true 
from the falſe Claimaint? The Conſideration 


of this Queſtion is the immediate View of the 


preſent Diſcourſe. 


But firſt I would obſerve, that in ſettling all 


Debates, the uſual Proceſs is — to collect every 


Circumſtance together by examination of the 


feveral Witneſſes — conſider their Agreement, 
and then determine the Cauſe as the whole 
Evidence ſhall direct. For dividing the Evi- 
dence, and reſting the Trial upon any ſingle 
Part can never bring a Cauſe to a fair Iſſue; 
much leſs can reſting it upon detached Pieces 
of a divided Part ; This laſt would be a Pro- 
| ceeding 
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ceeding calculated rather to. ſubvert than direct 


the Judgment. Thus in the Caſe before us, 


to put the Trial of Jeſus's Claim to the Meſ- 
ſiahſhip on the ſingle Evidence of Miracles, 

or Propheſy, is ſurely to be guilty of Partiality, 
if not Injuſtice ; but with reſpect to Prophecy in 
particular, to reſt the Authority of the Goſpel 
not on the whole of it, but on ſingle and in- 
dependent Predictions, muſt, in the Nature of 
Things, be charg'd with Injuſtice, if not with 


ill Deſigns. 


In conſidering the preſent e therefore, 
I will endeavour, 


I, To ſhew Cauſe why wand not put 
this Truth — Teſus is the Chriſt, the Son of 


Cod, on a fingle Part, but on the whole, of 


the Evidence. 

2dly, That Prophecy, hich is one Reis 
dence, 1s literal and typical. 

zaly, That the ſeveral Prophecies muſt be 
conſidered in Conjunction, and that their Con- 


currence in the Perſon of Jeſus is what makes 
Prophecy an Evidence, and renders it at all con- 


vincing and concluſive that he is the Chriſt, 


the Son of God. | 
After which I will conclude with ſome Ob- 


ſervations on the Reſult and happy Effects at- 


tending this our Belief - we ſhall have Lie 
through his Name. 


Our 
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Our firſt Propoſition muſt appear moſt equi- 
table and juſt, from even a tranſient View of 
the Method obſerved among Mankind in ſet- 
ling private, as well as public Debates; where 
all Arguments are admitted, all Witneſſes 
heard, and all Claims are adjuſted, and Titles 
ſettled, as the whole Evidence directs; our firſt 
Propoſition therefore 1s agreeable to common 
and natural Equity. But if we recur to the 
Scriptures, they will teach us, that one Wit- 
neſs is not true. 1. e. not convictive in any 
Caſe : At the Mouth of two Witneſſeſs, or at 
the Mouth of three Witneſſeſs ſhall the Matter 
be eftabliſhed,.* It was the conſtant Practice 
alſo of Jeſus and his Apoſtles, to appeal to 
more than one Witneſs, in Proof of his be- 
ing the Meſſiah. In the 8th Chapter of St. 
John, Jeſus urges to the Jews, who had ob- 
jected to his own Record, this Anſwer---1t 
is alſo written in your Law, that the T, efti- 
mony of two Men is true; I am one that bear 
Witneſs of myſelf, and the Father that ſent me, 
beareth Witneſs of me. In the 5th Chapter he 
appeals to four Witneſſes for Proof of his be- 
ing the Meſſiah, namely, the Baptiſt---his 


own che Voice of the Father and 


Moſes's Writings. In the 1oth Chapter he 
joins Prophecy and Miracles - I am the good 
Shepherd---the Works that I do in my Father's 
Name, they bear Witneſs of me; and --- if TI 


do not the Wark of my Father, believe me not ; 
but 


Deut. xix. 15. xvii. 6. Mat. xviii. 16. 2 1 X111. 1. Heb. x. 28. 
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but if I do, though ye believe not me, believe 
me * the very Work's Sake. In the 1 4th - 
Chapter, he refers his Diſciples to the Teſti- 
mony of his Miracles, * the Holy Spirit, + and 
his er Propheſy. + And, in the 15th Chapter, 
adds --- If Thad not done. among them the Works 
which none other Man did, they had not had 
$71 --- when the Comforter is come, whom I will 
ſend unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of 
Truth which proceedeth from the Father, he 
ſhall teftify of me: And ye alſo ſhall bear Wit- 
neſs, becauſe ye have been with me from the Be- 
ginning, We find alſo that many believed, 
when they faw the Miracles which Jeſus did, 
and many even for his own Word 5. 
St. Peter in the 2d of Acts, appeals to Pro- 
phecy, to the Miracles and Wonders, which 
the Jews ſaw performed by Jeſus in his Life- 
time, in conjunction with their own Teſtimony 
— we all are Witneſſes— and about three thou- 
ſand Souls were converted by this Evidence. 
The ſame Apoſtle, in that fo much contro- 
verted Text, in his ſecond Epiſtle, joins Pro- 
prey: with another Teſtimony. 

Laſtly, to the preceding Teſtimonies of 
the Father, Miracles, Prophecy, Jeſus and the 
Apoſtles, we may add, that of the wonderfuland 
ſpeedy Propagation of the Gof pel, which con- 
quered without Arms, perſuaded without Rbe- 
Porte, m_ e overcame Enemies, diſarm- 


H | ed 
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ed - Tyrants, and ſubdued Empires without 
Force: In ſhort, prophane Authors, and even 
the very Devils, acknowledge and declare Jeſus 
to be the Holy one of God *, Why now ſhould 
we ſeperate the Evidence? But in particular, 
why do we divide Miracles and Prophecy ? 
For is not this done by thoſe who. exalt Pro- 
phecy and depreciate Miracles? The Apoſtle 
indeed gives the Preference to Prophecy, but 


not as ſome do ſeemingly in Excluſion of other 


Proofs : He does it in Conjunction and Harmony 
with Miracles; but theſe ſet Miracles and Pro- 
phecy at variance by an unneceſſary, unex- 
ampled, not to ſay unjuſt, Partiality, If we 
defire to eſtabliſh and defend the Truth, we 


muſt be as careful to unite the Evidence, as its 

Opponents are induſtrious in dividing it; and 

common Juſtice requires this at our Hands. Y 
| 


Proceed we now to the Confideration of | 


Prophecy that it is literal and typical. 
All Circumſtances that are relative to the 
Meſſiah's Deſcent, the Time and Place of his 


Birth or otherwiſe, which cannot in their own 


Nature, by the Context, Occaſion or Hiſtory, 
carry any ſecondary Meaning or Application, 


muſt be placed in the Claſs of literal Prophe- 


cies; as muſt ſuch as carry ſecondary Meanings 
and Applications in that of typical, which con- 
veys Inſtruction by real Exhibitions, and material 
Paterns, ſubject indeed to a literal Meaning, but 


wherein 


* Mark. i, 24. Luke iv. 34. 
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1 
wherein the Letterkillethand profiteth nothing, as 
being natural Signs and Symbols appointed by 
God to raiſe ſpiritual Ideas of ſome more ex- 


cellent future Things. Now if that Prophecy, 
which relates to a Meſſiah, ſtands thus in the 


Old Teſtament, and is applicable, and ſo apply'd 
by the Writers of the New, to the Perſon and 
State of Jeſus; ſurely no Man, without doing 
Violence to his Reaſon, can entertain a delibe- 
rate Doubt, nay ſcarce a tranſcient Suſpicion, 
whether he be the Meſſiah, ; 
To prove this then by a few Inſtances. 
The firſt Prophecy to be conſidered, is that 
eminent one of the Prophet Micha. Thou Beth- 
lehem Ephratah, though little, art to be among 
the Thouſands of Fudah ; out of thee ſhall He 
come forth unto me, who is to be Ruler in Iſrael: 


Whoſe Goings-forth have been from of old, from 


everlaſting.x The Majeſty and Character at- 


tributed to the Ruler here prophecied of, is very 
remarkable and peculiar,--- whoſe Gotngs-forth 
have been from of old, from everlaſting ; a Title 
too lofty and exalted for any temporal Monarch; 
neither are we led by Hiſtory to apply it to any 
ſuch Ruler born after this Prophecy in Beth- 


lebem. lt is therefore a literal Prophecy of the 


Meſſiab, ſpecifying the Place of his Nativity. 
Agreeable hereto is the Anſwer of the chief 
Prieſts and Scribes to Herod, who demanded of 
them where Chriſt ſhould be born: And they 
ſaid unto him, in Beth-lehem of Judea. And 


H 2 even 
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even the common People knew, that Chriſt 
cometh of the Seed of David, and out of the. 
Town of Beth-lehem, where David aas. T? 
Now this, like all divine Prophecies, was 
accompliſhed in a Way moſt wonderful and 
extraordinary, not wearing the leaſt Appearance 
of finite Contriyance and human Foreſight. 
Joſeph and Mary lived at Galilee, but were 
obliged by Cz/ar's Edict to go up thence, ouf 
of the City of Nazareth into Fudea, unto the 
City of David, which 1s called Beth-lehem, 
(becauſe he wwas of the Houſe and Lineage of 
David) 2 be taxed with Mary his eſpouſed Wife, 
being great with Child, And o it was, that 
while they were there, the Days were accom- 
pfliſhed that ſhe ſhould be delivered. And ſhe 
brought forth her firſt-born Son, and wrapped 
him in Swadling Clothes, and laid bim in a Man- 
ger, becauſe there was no room for them in the 
nn. | 
The 53d Chapter of Vaiab is a Deſcription 
of the Sufferings - the Meſſiah, and the Bene- 
fits reſulting from them to Mankind, as literal 
in the Prophecy, as the Relation of their Ac- 
compliſhment ſtands in the Hiſtory of the Life 
of 1 David alſo, in the 16th Palm, ſpeak- 
eth of the Reſurrection of the Meſſiah --- thou 
wilt not leave my Soul ＋ in Hell, (i. e. the 
Grave) neither wilt thou ſuffer thine Holy One 
to ſee Corruption. This is a Prophecy, which 
cannot in its own Nature, by the Context or 
= Hit- 
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_ Hiſtory, carry any ſecondary Meaning or Ap- 

_ plication; becauſe the Body of every Man that 

Fas died, and been buried fince it's Delivery, 

hath remained. in the Grave, and experienced 
Corruption ; For David, after he had ſerved 
his own Generation by the Will of God, fell on 
Sleep and was laid unto his Fathers and ſaw Cor- 
ruption; but he whom God raiſed up jaw no Cor- 
ruption; Thus argues St. Paul, and St. Peter ſtill 
more fully Men and Brethren, let me freely ſpeak 
unto you of the Patriarch David, that he 1s 
both dead and buried, and his $ epulchre i i with 
us unto this Day: Therefore being a Prophet, 
and knowing that God had ſworn with an Oath 
to him, that of the Fruit of his Loins, according 
to the Fleſh, he would raiſe up Chriſt 70 fit on 
his Throne: He ſeeing this before, ſþake of the 
Reęſurrection of Chriſt, that his Soul was not 
left in Hell, neither his Fleſh did fee * Corrup- 
tion. This Prophecy therefore of the Plalmiſt 
is literal of the Meſſiah, and verified only in 
Jeſus, the ſpiritual David, the beloved Son, in 
whom God is well pleaſed. To this David 
only can thoſe very expreſs Prophecies of Eze- 
kiel, Feremiah and Hoſeah belong---Twill ſet 
uþ oneShepherd over them,and he ſhall feed them, 
even my Servant David ; be ſhall feed them, and 
he ſhall be their Shepherd. And T the Lord 
will be their God and my Servant David a Prince 
8 among 
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(54) 


among them, T the Lord have ſpoken it; Da- 
vid my Servant ſhall be King over them — my 
Servant David ſhall be their Prince for ever --- 


they ſhall ſerve the Lord and David their King 
--- ſhall ſeek the Lord and David their King. 
Laſtly; the 24th and 47th Pſalms are literal 
\ Prophecies of Chriſt's Aſcenſion 3 into Heaven, 
and Entrance upon his regal Office and Adminiſ- 
ſtration; accordingly they are appointed by the 
Compilers of our Liturgy among the proper 
Pſalms for Aſcenſion Day. I might produce ma- 
ny otherInſtances, but theſe may ſuffice to prove 
the Reality of literal Prophecies; as to that of 
typical all Men are agreed: Concerning which 
therefore I need only obſerve in general, that 
they ſeem to be of two kinds; 1ſt, Hiſtorical 


Events, and 2dly, the Ceremonies of the Law. 


An eminent Inſtance of the firſt kind-is the 


freeing of the [raehtes from Egyptian Slavery, 
and their Introduction into the Land of Canaan; 


made typical of our ſpiritual Deliverance from | 


the Captivity of Sin and Death, and Introduc- 
tion into Heaven by Jeſus Chriſt. * | 


The Ceremonies of the Law, with an amaz- 
ing Exactneſs, prefigured the Meſſiah's Suffer- 
ings, their Efficacy and Benefits. Some Feſti- 
vals, by the great outward Solemnity with 
which they were obſerved, naturally tended to 


raiſe Sorrow and Compunction, to excite melt- 
ing Ideas of the real Sacrifice, and cauſe the Vo- 
taries to look beyond them to the Original, 


which. 
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which they ſo juſtly repreſented. Let the Paſſ- 
over be an Inſtance. 8 

Others again were calculated to raiſe Hope, 


to heighten Joy and Exultation; of this kind 


were the Feaſt of Tabernacles and the Ju- 
The primary View, in the Epiſtles to the 
Hebreus and Galatians, ſeems to be to prove 
and point out, that the Law was a Shadow and 


directory to better Things to come; mere Fleſh 


to be animated by the Spirit *; in itſelf weak 
and ineffectual for the Purpoſes of Life: The 
Law made nothing perfect, but (marg.) was 
an Introduction of a better Hope, namely, 
Chriſt the End of the Law for Righteouſneſs, I 
and by whom we draw nigh unto God, 
Upon the whole then we may with Truth 
affirm, that the Goſpel was preached before in 


the Old Teſtament, and that it is a continued 


Prophecy by Words and Things of the'Birth, 
Life, and Actions; Sufferings, Death, Burial, 


| Reſurrection and Aſcenſion of the Meſſiah, 


whoſe Picture is drawn ſo much to the Life, 
that we need only view it with the Hiſtory of 
the New Teſtament, to know if the Features 
of Jeſus anſwer, and if he be the Original; 
which comes under our laſt Conſideration, 

wherein we are to ſnew, e 


That the ſeveral Prophecies muſt be conſi- 
dered in Conjunction, and that their Concur- 
rence 

* Gal. iti. 3. + Heb. vii. 19. f Rom. x. 4. 
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rence in the Perſon of Jeſus is what makes 
Prophecy an Evidence, and renders it at all con- 
vincing and concluſive, that he i is the Chriſt the 
Son of God. 4 
The ſame Truth may have een Argu- 
ments for it's Support; but tho' any ſingle 
Argument ſhould be urged ten thouſand Ways, 
or for ten thouſand Years on the fame Subject, 
ſtill it is the ſame Argument; it's Repetition can- 
not make it ſo many different and diſtinct Arg 
ments. The Goſpel is a Truth; and Prophe- 
cy is one Argument among many for it's Sup- 
port, repeated and continued thro! a Series of 
Ages of four thouſand Years; now tho” there 
ſhould be five hundred ſeveral Prophecies of the 
Perſon that was to come into the World, yet- 
can they never be conſidered any otherwiſe 
than in Conjunction and as one Argument. 
It can then with no Propriety be inferred 
that, becauſe Jeſus and his Apoſtles applied 
the ſeveral Prophecies to this or that Occaſion, 
their Intention was to apply them independently 
on each other as ſo many different and diſtin 
Arguments, as ſo many Proofs for the Truth of 
the Goſpel,* nay the-very contrary appears to 
be their Intention from their referring to the 
Scriptures in general: Search the Scriptures, 
they teſtify of me +; Moſes wrote of me, ſays 
our Lord: and after his Reſurrection, begin- 
ning at Moſes and the Prophets, be expounded unto 
them in all the Scriptures the thi s CONC ng 
im- 
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| bimpolf +. - The Bereans are very highly com- 
mended for ſearching the Scriptures daily. The 
Apoſtles. carry the Geneology of Jeſus, and 
trace the Faith in a Fin Meſſiah up to 


Adam. 
% Again : | 

We cannot” conſider the Prophecies inde- 
pendently and detached from the Chain, be- 
cauſe a ſingle Link is not ſufficient to deter- 
mine the true Meſſiah from the falſe. Among 

ſo many Prophecies, tis very poſſible for one 
or two to be applicable to another Perſon; 
but this makes neither for the falſe, nor againſt 
the true, Claimant, whoſe Title muſt be 
grounded on the whole of Prophecy compleat- 
ed in his Life: This is the Tenure by which 
Jeſus claims and holds the Meſſiahſhip. Let 
two Inſtances ſuffice for Proof of this. 

No one Thing or Perſon, under the Law, 
exhibited a perfect Picture and Character of 
the Meſſiah; but the ſeveral Circumſtances 

were divided, as it were, among ſeveral Things 
and Perſons, which repreſented and perſonated 
ſo many Particulars, which were to concur and 
unite. in the great Perſonage that was to ap- 
pear. in the Fullneſs of Time. Thus there 
were three ſorts of Sacrifices, the Burnt-offer- 
ing or Holocauſt; the Sacrifice for Sin, or 
the Sacrifice of Expiation of Polluſions; and 
the Pacific- Sacrifice or Sacrifice of Thankſgiv- 
ing. T heſe Grace and Purity, 

* but 
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but did not communicate it: They convinced 
the Sinner of the Neceſſity that was incum- 
bent on him to purify himſelf, and make Sa- 
tisfaction to God; tho' they could not impart 
Innocence to him: But the true Sacrifice, 
(Chriſt Jeſus) eminently includes all the Vir 
tues and Qualities of the ſeveral Repreſentatives; 
being at the ſame Time an Holocauſt, a Sa- 
crifice for Sin, and a Sacrifice of Thankſgiv- 
ing. Again, | 
Under the Law no Individual was inveſted 
with the three great Offices of Prophet, Prieſt 
and King. Saul loſt his Kingdom for invad- 
ing the Office of Prieſt: Neither again could 
a Prieſt or Prophet interfere in the regal Pre- 
rogative : But they were made conſtantly to 
unite in the Perſon of Jeſus, whoſe Life was 
ſpent in the Character of a Prophet, the great 
Prophet, to whom all were to hearken, “ and 
be obedient : He offered himſelf up as Prigſt 
to make Attonement once for all. He is the 
real high Prieſt, of whom all others and the 
Benefit derived to the Man- ſlayer from their 
Death, + were but the temporary Figures and 
Repreſentatives : And being the firſt begotten 
from the Dead |} — Jeeves to be the Son of 
God with Power according to the Spirit of Ho- 
lineſs by the Reſurrection from the Dead, & he 
became King and aſcended his Throne in Pur- 


uance of that auguſt Prediction --- iff up your 


Heads | 


= Deut. xviii. 15. Cas XXXV. 25. 28, z Rev. i. 5 
v. 30. 31. 


1 
Heads, O ye Gates, and be ye lift up ye everlaſt- 
ing Doors, and the Ki ng of Glory ſhall come in: 
Concerning whom that antient Edict was 
carried into Execution, tho* oppoſed by the 
Rage of the Heathen, and the Kings of the 
Earth --- * Yet have I ſet my King upon my 
holy Hill of Sion: I will declare the Decree : 
The Lord hath ſaid unto me, Thou art my Son, 
this Day have Ibegotten thee. Aſe of me, and 1 
ſhall give thee the Heathen for thine Inheritance, 
and the utmoſt Parts of the Earth for thy Poſſeſ- 
ſion. Unto the Son is ſaid Thy Throne, O 
God, 7s for ever and ever, a Scepter of Ri gh- 
teouſneſs 7 is the Scepter of thy Kingdom, + and he 
muſt reign till he hath put all — under his 
Feet, Hereby the Government of the Lord 
Jeſus exceeds that of his royal Predeceſſors in 
Splendor, and Extent and Duration, as far as 
the Things, which are ſeen and are Temporal, 
are exceeded by the Things which are not ſeen 
and are eternal. The ſame is obſervable of 
the other Prophecies, all which concur and 
unite in the Perſon of Jeſus literally and ſpiri- 
tually; whereby the Evidence, that he is the 
Meſſiah, is render'd amazingly concluſive; this 
Concurrence of the ſeveral Prophecies puts 
Chriſtianity out of the Reach of all Evaſion and 
Attacks of Unbelievers. 
Thus clear and eſtabliſhed is the Evidence 


of nn able to ſtand the Inſpection 
1 and 


: Palm ii t IE 6. 7. Heb. i. 8. Plalm cx. 1. 
1 Cor. xv. 25. 


„„ 

and Scrutiny of the moſt diſcerning Enquirer, 

whoſe Examination the nicer and more exact it 
is, the greater and more confirmed will be his 
Faith --- that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son of God; 
Chriſt, becauſe really anointed of the Holy 
Ghoſt; and the Extraordinarineſs of his Birth 
from thie Womb and the Grave, as we are in- 
form'd by an Angel“ and an Apoſtle, in- 
tituled him to be the Son of God. 


The Reſult and happy Effects of believing 
that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son of God, re- 
main next to be conſidered. 
The Gift of God 1s eternal Life Mags Je- 
ſus Chriſt our Lord. This is the poſitive Doc- 
trine and expreſs Declaration of Revelation. 
Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, and the Hope of ever- 
laſting Lite by him, 1s inculcated almoſt in every 
Page of Scripture. This is the Record, that 
God hath given us eternal Life; and this Life is 
in his Son. He that hath the Son, hath Life ; he 
that hath not the Son, hath not Life. t + Te believe 
in God, ſays our Lord, believe alſo in me; in my 
Father's Houſe are many Manſions, Igo to pre- 
pare a Place for you, that where J am there ye 
may be aijo. 9 The Father loveth the Son, and 
hath given all Things into his Hand. He that 
believeth in the Son, hath everlaſting Life; and 
he that believeth not the Son, ſhall not ſee Life; 
os the Wrath of God abideth on him. Every Spi- 


rit 


* Luke i. 35. + Act. xiii. 33. Rom. 1. 1, 11 Johnv. 11. 


John xiv. 1. 


„ 

it that conf nfeſſeth that Te bee Chriſt is 7s come in 
the Flaſb, 15 of Ged, || and every Spirit that con- 
Feſſet5 not ho 2 Cbriſt is come in the Fleſb, 
75 not of God. In ſhort, Salvation by oY 
Chriſt, and the Neceſſity of Faith in him, 

ſo evidently ſet forth in the Scriptures, ſo con- 
ſtantly urged and repeated, that it is unneceſ- 
ſary, in a Chriſtian Aſſembly, to particu- 
larize Proofs and Inſtances. What ſeems to 
call for a particular Conſideration is the Im- 
port and Meaning of Name, thro' which we 
are ſaid to have Life. Name in many Places 
of Scripture ſeems to have a very high Uſe and 
Reference. Tis join'd with Lord, God, Jeſus - 
and Chriſt, and oftentimes it occurs alone with 
ſuch Attributes and Actions as determine it to 
be Perſonal: Thus in the 20th Pſalm --- the 
Name of the God of Jacob defend thee, ſend thee 
Help from the Sanctuary, and Rrrengthen thee 
out of” Sion: Remember all thy Offerings, and 
accept thy Burnt-Sacrifice : Grant thee thy 
Heart's Defire, and fulfil all thy Mind. Here 
is Defence, Help, Strength, Remembrance, 
Acceptance of Prayers, and granting the 
Heart's Deſires; all perſonal Powers, attri- 
buted to Name. Alſo in the New Teſta- 
ment we read -in the 9 of FJeſus Chriſt 
riſe up and walk --- Power or Name 
have ye done this. * 7 his Name ſhall the Gen- 
Files truſt. + Many A” in his N _ 
When 


| 1Johniv. 2. Act. iii 6. iv.7. + Mat. xii. 21. 


( 62) 


when they ſaw the Miracles which he did. --= 
e a 


holy Father keep thro' thine own Name, * 


I cannot help taking Notice of one Paſſage | 


more, wherein Name likewiſe conveys a moſt 
exalted Senſe, and carries us expreſſly to Divinity 
itſelf. *Tis the 22d Verſe of the 23d Chapter 
of Exodus: Behold T ſend an Angel before thee, 
to keep thee in the Way, and to bring thee into 


the Place which I have prepared: Beware of 


him, and obey his Voice; provoke him not; for 
he will not pardon your Tranſgreſſions; for my 
Name is in him, The Caution, Attention, 
and Regard, with which the Maelites are di- 
rected to follow their Leader — provoke him not, 
and the Reaſon aſſign'd, for he will not pardon 
your Tranſgreſſion, and my Name is in him, 
beſpeak him no created Being : Indeed, we 
have the Authority of St. Stephen, + that this 
Angel was the ſame divine Perſon that appeared 
to Moſes in the Buſh, My Name is in him, 
amazing Expreſſion this! high and exalted be- 
yond the utmoſt Stretch of finite Conception! 


Whether now our Text confiſts of two 


Parts, differently relative, and Name, in the 
ſecond Part, is deſigned to carry us beyond 
Time and Creation, I muſt leave every one, af- 
ter a due Conſideration of what has been ob- 
ſerved, to determine for himſelf, 5 

. | 7 Con- 


+ Johnii. 23. * John xvii. 11. + AR. vii. 38. 

S By conſidering Name as perſonal, and, as it ſeems to be, a 
Title of Diſtintion, we ſhould be enabled to make not only 
„ n - ES «of 


* 


Y 


| „„ 
Conſider now the great Miſtery of Godli- 


neſs; the wonderful Evidence, Certainty, and 
gracious Purpoſes of that Religion propoſed to 


Mankind in the Bible. Conſider it under the 
Partriarchal, Moſazc, and Goſpel Diſpenſa- 


tions. In Externals, indeed, it differs, but not 


in Eſſentials: Here the three States meet and 
unite, which are one in Nature and Eſſence, 
tho' different in Form : Ceremonies made them 
not divide and beat Enmity, perfect Harmony 

5 | ſubſiſted 


Senſe of many Places of Scripture, but to conceive moſt exalted 
Ideas of the Greatneſs of the Perſonage, who was to come into the 
World, as the Saviour of Mankind. In the Prophet //aiah, xxx. 
27. we have a very extraordinary Inftance. Behold the Name 
of the Lord (M1 2) cometh from far, burning with his Au- 
ger and the Burden thereof is heavy ; His Lips are full of Indigna- 
tion, and his Tongue as a devouring Fire: and his Breath as an 
overflowing Stream ſhall reach to the midſt of the Neck, to ſiſt the 
Nations with the Sive of Vanity. Now if Name here be conſi- 


dered as a mere Appellation, how will the Senſe of the Paſſage | 


appear? Whereas by conſidering it as Perſonal, and referring 
particularly to that divine Perſon, who was promiſed to be the 
Redeemer of Mankind, all Obſcurity and Harſhneſs of Expreſ- 


ſion ſeem to vaniſh, The Targum of Fonathan is worth remark- 


ing Ecce Nomen Domini revelabitur ficut prophetaverunt de eo 
Prophetæ ab antiquo, i. e. Behold the Name of the Lord ſhall be 
reyealed as the Prophets have prophecied of him from of old. 
"Tis plain the Paraphraſt underſtood that S Fehowa referred 
to the Meſſiah, who only was prophefied of ab antique, i. e. 
from the Fall. | | LEE 
There are other high Titles, which diſtinguiſh 2be Lord of Life, 
that the Context in many Places determines to be Perſonal and 
not mere Appellations, ſuch as aoſ@>, dog, Wc. one Inſtance 
of the laſt I cannot forbear pointing out in the Epiſtle of Fames 
ii. 1. My Brethren, have not the Faith of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
the Lord of Glory, with reſpect of Perſons, The Strength and 
Force of this Faflage is ſpoiled by an 1mpertinent Inſertion 


the Lord of, after Chriſt. Glory (Jog ns) ſtands in Appoſition- 


to Chritt, and rrads thus, — Have not the Faith of our Lord Je- 


ſus Chriſt, tbe Glory, with reſpect of Perſons, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


lime and elevated, 


(64) 
ſubſiſted between them, and each united in pro- 


poſing the ſame Object of Belief, Hope, and 


Love. In ſhort, God repeated the ſame Di- 
vine Truths; diverſified and illuſtrated them in 
a Variety of Styles, and by the Medium of ma- 
terial Images, Hiſtories, and Events; renewed 
thoſe very Promiſes at ſundry Times, and in 


_ diverſe Manners, unto the Fathers by the Pro- 


phets, which he hath in theſe laſt — ſpo- 
ken and fulfilled unto us by his Son: And 
God, by thus explaining his Will and adapt- 


| ing his Inſtructions, hath conſulted the Capa- 


Cities, Leiſure, and Improvement of all Man- 
kind : Some Parts of Scripture are familiar, 
and lie palpably evident to the Poor, even 70 
Babes in Knowledge 1 others again are ſo ſub- 

at they are reſerved for 
the Inveſtigation and Delight of the Studious 
and Diligent, even for thoſe, who are of full 


Age and are become ſkilful in the Word of 


R:ghteouſneſs. Thus the Plan of divine Mer- 
cy, which began with the firſt Man and was 


continued on, is now carried into Execution, 
and recorded in Writing to be ſtanding Evi- 


dence, complete and finiſhed, capable of lead- 
ing --- the Vulgar, the Unthinking, the Illi- 


terate, as well as of determining ---- the In- 


enious, the Inquiſitive, the Learned, with- 


out the 6 of Miracles and inſpired 


Teachers. 
How careleſſly unattentive now are they, 


who neglect to examine the Scriptures; but 


how 


U 


4 


(665) 


how wilfully perverſe and criminal muſt others 


be, who fancy they want not their Aſſiſtance; 
and diſbelieve them, becauſe in them are moſt 
Things eaſy, and ſome Things hard, to be un- 
derſtood ! Many, too many, there are, who do 
the firſt ; and even ſome who do the laſt, un- 
oratefully rejecting Chriſtianity, tho' it exhorts 
them to avoid only what is hurtful, and to 
purſue what is attended with immediate Bene- 
fits and everlaſting Bleſſings, which Eye hath 
not ſeen, neither hath it entered into the Heart 
of Man to conceive. But, Beloved, I am per- 
ſuaded better Things of you and Things that 
accompany Salvation, by being of the Number 
not of thoſe who neglect or reject, but of thoſe 


who ſearch the Scriptures, that in them ye may 
not only think, but be aſſured, ye have eternal 


Life; that ye may be able to give an Anſwer to 
every one that aſketh you a Reaſon of the Hope that 


is in you, and not, by the Words of Man's Wiſ- 


dom, be moved away > tele the Hope of the Goſ- 


pel, but continue in the Faith grounded and 
p etled. The Word of God is quick and pow- 
erful, ſharper than any two edged Sword]; poſ- 
= yourſelves of this Weapon, with which 


one may chaſe a thouſand, and ten put ten 
thouſand to Flight. And remember whom 
ye ſerve, that he, under whoſe Banner ye are 
lifted, is mighty to ſave — will come quickly, 
and his Reward is with him, to give every Man 
according as his Work ſhall be. Hold faſt, 


therefore, he Profe 1 of your Faith without 


TD’. 


WAaverimy,,. for faithful 15 5 that. promiſeth; 


=. - Finally, my Bretaren, Be ſedfaſt, unmoveable, 

0 Aauvays abounding i in the Work of the Lau, | for- 
| aſmuch as ye know that your Labour ſhall not be 
| in vain in the Lord: For when Chriſt, who 1s 
| our Life, ſhall appear, then yur: Je _ e 


| With him 1 in E | 9 5 
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